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Blessings for the New Year
(20 +C +M +B 21)
Each New Year’s Day, my family and I stand outside our house with a piece
of chalk and say and write a New Year’s blessing on our house. I feel that
this year, more than most, we are in need of invoking a blessing on our
houses and our lives for the coming 12 months.
The blessing remembers the wise men, whose names according to legend
were Casper, Melchior and Balthazar. They came from the East bringing
gifts for the Christ-child. This time last year, people came from the East
bringing a rather unwelcome gift that we are still struggling to unwrap and
that keeps on giving! I pray that over the coming months we are able to find
the blessing within the torment and uncertainties that this gift brought us.
When writing the house blessing, the letters 20 +C +M +B 21 are written so
that the numbers of the old and new year are wrapped around the CMB
that is both Casper, Melchior and Balthazar, and also Christus mansionum
benedicat (‘May Christ bless this house’).
Standing outside our front door in the freezing cold chalking notes on the
lintel is unlikely to make a great deal of difference to my life, but it is a
reminder to me, each time I walk under it for the rest of the year, that God
is there, in the centre of my life, wrapping around me each day with his love
and blessing. All I need to do is see the day for what it can be, a blessing.
The words and instructions for doing your own house blessing are below.
Blessings
Andy

House blessing for the New Year
Stand as a group by the doorframe, on the doorstep or close to the main
door of your house, where you will chalk the New Year blessing. Ask
someone to read the following words with appropriate pauses while the
chalk marks are written.
‘The three wise men: Caspar …
Write C
Melchior …
Leave a space after the C and write M
and Balthasar
Leave a space after the M and write B
followed the star of God’s Son who
became human two thousand and
Write 20 before the C M B, then
twenty years ago.
write 21 after the C M B

May Christ bless our home and
remain with us through the
new year.

Write three crosses: one before
the C, one before the M, one
before the B

You may like to end with a prayer like this one:
Jesus, visit this home. Bless everyone who lives or visits here with the gift of
your love. Help us to show your love to each other and all those around us.
Amen.

From the registers
Funerals
December 17
December 22

Samuel Stokes
Ken Ibbotson

Bob’s new appointment
Our curate, Bob Bailey, has recently been appointed team rector of a
neighbouring benefice and will be leaving us towards the end of February.
Bob says: ‘By now you may know that I have been appointed Team Rector at
Allerton Bywater, Kippax and Swillington, working alongside Diane Flynn and
Gordon Cooper, who some of you will know. All being well, I will be with
them by Easter. I just wanted to say a big thank you for all the kind and
encouraging messages we have received [since the appointment was
announced]. There will be a time for goodbyes in the New Year but for now
many thanks for your continued prayers and kindness as we prepare for this
next step. Blessings, Bob.’

Christmas thanks
Many thanks to everyone in the village who responded to the ‘Follow the
Star’ suggestion. The village looked wonderful for Christmas, so let’s keep the
community spirit going into 2021.
The Christmas Fair was a welcome event and very well supported on a rare
sunny day, raising over £900 for St Peter’s Church. Thank you to organisers
and customers!
Similarly, thank you to those who supported the Christmas Greetings pages
in the December issue. This raised about £400 for the church fabric fund and
charities.

Church cleaning
Sue Elliott has taken over responsibility for the church cleaning rota, and is
keen to recruit more people to help with this. In particular, she’d like to
know who will help with a spring-clean – perhaps families or other groups –
to get the church ready for Easter. Please contact Sue on 289 2855 or
sueelliott124@gmail.com for more details.

Parish magazine subscriptions
The magazine had to stop print publication in March 2020 because of the
Covid-19 restrictions on people meeting indoors. At present, my aim is to
resume print publication with the April issue (government restrictions
permitting), with no charge made for the remaining months of 2021, which
would be covered by the unfulfilled part of the 2020 payment. If this plan
doesn’t work out, I’ll have to think again.
We are producing a digital version of the magazine every month. If anyone
who doesn’t already receive this would like to be added to the circulation
list, email me at parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk.
Hilary Marsden
Editor

Archbishops want a ‘simpler, humbler, bolder Church’

Levelling-up report backed by charities

The momentous events of 2020 will have a ‘profound effect’ on the future
of the Church of England and our wider society, according to the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York.
In a recent joint address to the General Synod, Archbishops Justin Welby
and Stephen Cottrell said the Church of England must adapt and put its
trust in God to become a ‘simpler, humbler, bolder Church’. The
archbishops’ comments came as they addressed the first online sitting of
the General Synod following a legal change to enable it to meet remotely
amid the coronavirus restrictions.
They outlined how the coronavirus pandemic and its economic fallout are
providing the backdrop to huge social changes, both here and around the
world. They also singled out how the Black Lives Matter movement and
the publication of the IICSA report on abuse had exposed the Church’s own
failings and the need to change.
Archbishop Welby told Synod: '2020 will be a year that registers in
memory and in history. It can be compared with 1929, with 1914, with
1989.
‘We are aware that this is a year in which huge changes are happening in
our society and consequently in the Church.
‘For let us be clear, there is no possibility of changes in society failing to
have a profound effect on the shape, calling and experience of mission in
the Church.’
Outlining the dramatic events of 2020, he added: ‘These crises are not
signs of the absence of God but calls to recognise the presence of the
kingdom and to act in faith and courage, simplifying our life focusing on
Jesus Christ, looking outwards to the needy and renewing in our cells our
call to wash feet, to serve our society and to be the Church for England.’
Archbishop Cottrell went on to outline the work of groups set up to
discern how the Church of England might respond and change in light of
the recent challenges. He told Synod: ‘If we put our trust in God, and if we
learn to love one another, then I believe we can become a simpler,
humbler, bolder Church, better able to live and share the gospel of Jesus
Christ.’

Stewardship, a leading UK Christian philanthropy charity, has recently
backed a report by back-bench MP Danny Kruger, calling for a ‘levelling up
of our communities’ and a ‘New Deal for faith communities’ in the UK.
Commissioned by No 10 Downing Street to bring forward proposals in light
of the Covid-19 pandemic, Danny Kruger consulted Church leaders and
leading Christian charities such as Stewardship, the Evangelical Alliance,
yourneighbourhood.org and others. He has now urged Government and
public servants to take new opportunities to work with faith communities
at the very heart of their local communities.
In his report Levelling Up Our Communities: proposals for a new social
covenant, Mr Kruger reminds ministers that before the NHS and welfare
state were invented, it was often faith communities, especially the
churches, which were at the heart of local health, education and social care,
and that they remain key players – but are often widely under-used and
under-valued by the Government.
The MP says that church and faith leaders have made a ‘grand offer’ to
work together to raise £500 million over the coming five years, on top of
the Church of England’s £900 million already pledged, taking the church
investment in the recovery of our nation to £1.4 billion over five years.
Given this ‘grand’ and generous offer, in his report Mr Kruger calls on the
Government to implement a number of radical proposals in the light of the
need to rebuild society again after the effects of Covid-19.
His key proposals include:
 churches should mobilise the congregations’ resources to help resolve
one or more besetting local social problems. This may include debt,
childcare, personal rehabilitation, rough sleeping etc. and in return,
they should be able to access government grants and support.
 a call for greater private philanthropy; the MP claims that of those
earning over £250,000 a year, two-thirds do not give to charity.
 the Government should consider the option of a new, national civic
crowd-funding programme to tackle local and regional social problems.
 the Government should commit to a new Community Recovery Fund,
building on the £750 million given to local authorities to handle Covid19.
 renewing the National Lottery Community Fund.



a Volunteer Passport Scheme, matching demand and supply for
volunteers in local communities.
 a ‘Community Power Act’ to give local people power over the design and
delivery of public services, and ‘Pop-up parishes’ with time-limited
powers and freedoms to innovate.
 an annual Neighbourhood Day, in the form of a bank holiday, celebrating
the contribution of charities and voluntary work in the community/
nation.
Overall, Levelling Up Our Communities sets out a vision for a more local,
more human, less bureaucratic, less centralised society in which people are
supported and empowered to play an active role in their neighbourhoods.
Stewart McCulloch, CEO of Stewardship, who has been working with Mr
Kruger on the report said: ‘The role of communities, civil society and the
Church is essential in creating a better society ahead as this storm passes.
There is a tsunami of need for practical help and gospel hope that is only just
coming into view.
‘The Church must step forward to aid the poor, the vulnerable and the
anxious at this historic time. Danny’s report sets out a national manifesto for
community-led recovery; our job is now to equip the church to rise to this
historic set of challenges and opportunities and we are ready and committed
to doing so.’
Find out more at: https://www.dannykruger.org.uk/communities-report

Five things I’d like to see in 2021
I keep hearing people say that 2020 was a ‘year like no other.’ Friends have
been writing a special journal recording the year, so they can pass it on to
their grandchildren. Others just want to leave 2020 behind and look to a
happier new year.
Both reactions are completely understandable. But I’ve been looking ahead
to 2021 and thinking about the five top things I’d like to see in the year
ahead. I wonder if you’ll agree with them or not? Maybe you could put
together your own list.
1. Let’s make sure the vaccines are distributed fairly and speedily. Those
who need the vaccine most urgently should receive it first, with a fair system
for ensuring everyone else can be vaccinated quickly and efficiently. We need

to ensure that everyone receives the vaccine wherever they live in the
world, from the poorest to the richest. Especially, in those parts of the
world where there is war, and people are living as refugees.
2. Let’s learn the lessons of the pandemic, not just go back to how life was,
as quickly as possible. Many of us learnt to appreciate our family so very
much more, especially when we could not be with them for months on end.
We learnt lessons about how important our neighbours and local
businesses are, how precious our NHS, medical researchers, care providers
and other frontline workers are. Let’s not forget them.
3. Let’s value nature. Those of us with gardens, or with parks or fields
nearby, have been massively blessed. I’ve learnt to pay attention to
birdsong, to the changing colours of the trees, and how unexpected plants
have taken root in our garden. Pets have played a major part in helping us
endure the lockdowns, especially for people who live alone. May we all
learn to value the natural world on our doorsteps in the year ahead and
beyond.
4. Let’s bless technology. Without the use of the internet, meeting people
online or keeping in touch via email, Facetime, Zoom or other technologies,
2020 would have been a whole lot tougher. Churches across the country
moved their Sunday services online, and soon adapted to a different way of
worshipping – not the same, but still helping us to worship together and see
familiar faces. Let’s continue to give thanks for the science that made that
contact possible in 2020.
5. Let’s value our church family. Imperfect we may be, like any family. But
the months without being physically able to worship with them, share
communion with them, sing alongside them have been hard. I value so
much how many churches have risen to the pandemic challenge and sought
to serve their communities in all kinds of ways. May we take all this
experience into 2021 and build upon it.
Whatever 2021 holds for you and all those that you love, I pray that you
may know the love of God in your life, and be able to pass it on to others.
Revd Peter Crumpler
Church of England priest in St Albans

Holocaust Memorial Day theme for 2021

Struggling towards relinquishment

It is 25 years ago this month, on 27 January 1996, that the first Holocaust
Remembrance Day was observed in Germany. It became International
Holocaust Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the United Nations. It marks
the day (27 January 1945) when the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration/
death camp was liberated.
The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) in 2021 is ‘Be the light in the
darkness’. The aim is to encourage people to “reflect on the depths humanity
can sink to, but also the ways individuals and communities resisted that
darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide.
Holocaust Memorial Day is encouraging people to heed the ‘Be the light in
the darkness’ theme as a call to action. “The utterly unprecedented times
through which we are living currently are showing the very best of which
humanity is capable but also – in some of the abuse and conspiracy theories
being spread on social media – the much darker side of our world as well.
“We can all stand in solidarity. We can choose to ‘be the light in the darkness’
in a variety of ways and places – at home, in public, and online.”
More at: www.hmd.org.uk

During lockdown the little Methodist chapel to which Pen and I belong has
been refurbished. After the builders left, we started putting things straight,
and were stunned to realise how much stuff we had. Old hymns books. A
broken communion set. Paper and defunct pens, stickers and dried glue
from Messy Church. Wonky plastic chairs. A portable font. A cassette
player. A communion jug from 1864. A spare organ stool. Endless vases. A
handsome, heavily carved table that had been donated in memory of
someone no one can remember. Not all of it useless, but none of it needed.
I didn’t win every discussion, but we filled a skip.
Adaptation is the motor of evolution. If we are encumbered with objects –
and habits and old stories – we will be less able to change. Churches should
not be museums.
Much of the problem arises from sentiment. My grandparents were world
travellers, mainly in India and the Far East, and my childhood home was
filled with trinkets. But one man’s heirloom is another’s junk, and over the
course of the decades I have ditched most of the stuff that dogged my
steps. If you value things for their sentimental value, rather than their
intrinsic utility or beauty, your heirs will sigh as they open your attic.
This is where relinquishment comes in. Relinquishment empowers love and
generosity. You’d have thought the more you have the easier it is to give. In
fact, the less you have, the more lightly you sit to everything. This is the
principle of the Widow’s Mite; those who have relinquished much are more
often willing to share.
Relinquishment is the starting point for spiritual growth. What if we’ve
been missing the chance to discover not only who we could have been, but
who we at heart really are? What if the nothing we brought and leave with
is precisely our birth-right, an instrument of spiritual power? If we remove
the possessions and commitments that form our armour, our true selves
can emerge. And, once your mother’s ancient sideboard has finally gone,
you can break out the vacuum cleaner!
Learn how to sit light to stuff by reading Pen Wilcock’s book,
Relinquishment: Making Space for What Really Matters, available in
paperback and ebook formats.
Tony Collins

Climate change has increased disasters
Climate change is largely to blame for the huge rise in natural disasters
between 2000 and 2019, according to a recent report from the United
Nations office for disaster risk reduction. The report goes on to warn that the
Earth is rapidly becoming ‘uninhabitable’ for millions of people worldwide.
Three-quarters of a billion more people were hit by catastrophic events of
nature over the past two decades than were affected in the preceding 20
years (1980–99).
The UN report calls humanity ‘wilfully destructive’ and says that too many
governments have failed to take the threat of climate change seriously. “It is
baffling that we willingly and knowingly continue to sow the seeds of our
own destruction, despite the science and evidence that we are turning our
home into an unimaginable hell for millions of people.”
Climate-related disasters numbered 3,656 during the period 1980–99. This
doubled to 6,681in the period 2000–19. Floods and storms have been the
most common events. 2020 was not included in the data, but it saw one of
the most active fire and hurricane seasons the USA has ever experienced, as
well as significant flooding in Asia.

ACT Mara Safe House keeps girls safe from female genital mutilation (FGM).
The practice, traditional in some cultures of partially or totally removing the
external genitalia of girls and women, is carried out by some members of the
Kuria tribe in Tanzania. The girls involved are seen as sources of income, as
once ‘purified’ by cutting they attract marriage dowries. FGM is a brutal and
potentially life-threatening practice, and has been illegal in Tanzania since
2009.
In 2014 the vicar of the Anglican Church in Mugumu took a young girl from
the Kuria tribe into his care to avoid this horrific practice. From this one act,
the idea of the Safe House was born. With funding from the Tanzanian
Development Trust and the Anglican Church in Tanzania, the Safe House in
Mugumu was built. It accommodates up to 80 girls at any time, and gets
particularly full during the ‘cutting season’, which occurs every two years
during November and December.
The Safe House provides essential care for the girls including:
 providing food and shelter, and a ‘home’
 ensuring the girls get an education by taking them to school
 reconciliation work in the villages between the girls and their families to
help mend broken relationships
 raising awareness of FGM and its devastating effects in the surrounding
areas.
Jackline lived in the Safe House for four years, from the age of 13. When she
was told she had to be cut before marriage, she asked women in the village
what was involved and learned that many had physical, psychological and
emotional problems later in life. Some even died due to infection. At the Safe
House she has been able to continue her education and now hopes to help
other girls in a similar situation.
Aged 13, Pili was pledged to be married to an older man who already had
many wives. A family member rescued her and took her to the police station.

They brought her to the Safe House in April 2018. She now fears for the fate
of her sister.
The Mugumu Safe House is totally dependent on the generosity of others.
The Anglican diocese of Leeds has supported it since 2015, and identifies it
as a priority in the future. Currently all the funding for the Safe House
comes through the Anglican Church. There are, however, plans for projects
which will enable the Safe House to be more self-supporting. This is one of
the ways in which you can help.
 Find out more. The contact for the Safe House is Rebecca Cain (tel:
07921 802837; email: rebeccaacain@outlook.com)
 Pray for the work of the Safe House and for the work of the Anglican
Church in Tanzania.
 Donate. Funding is needed in three areas:
o staff salaries – the project director, the driver, the matron, the
social worker and vocational teachers
o the ongoing needs of the girls – medicines, clothing, bedding,
food, school equipment, welcome packs to include the bare
minimum for a girl arriving at the Safe House
o capital projects – various projects are planned to both ensure
the girls’ ongoing safety (a fence) and to help them to raise
their own funds (a catering facility and venue has been built to
host functions, but lacks the funds for completion).
Every £1 donated goes directly to projects in Tanzania.
A standing order commitment of £10 a month could make a real difference
(BACS payments to Leeds DBF; reference, Safe House; sort code 09-02-22;
account no. 10466302).
Consider buying a £40 starter pack for a girl arriving at the safe house.
Please consider a one off donation (send cheques to Leeds DBF, 17/19 York
Place, Leeds LS1 2EX, payable to ‘Leeds Diocesan Board of Finance’; write
‘Safe House’ on the back).

The afterlife of the Magi
The ‘big story’ of the season of Epiphany, starting on 6 January, is the coming
of the Magi. Epiphany continues for several weeks, with the lections
focussing on the manifestations of the divinity of Jesus — the Greek word
ἐπιφάνεια (epiphaneia), which gives us ‘Epiphany’, means just that:
‘manifestation’. So we have the veneration by the Magi, symbolising
recognition by the world beyond Judaea of Christ’s kingship, priesthood and
death as represented by the gold, frankincense and myrrh; his recognition as
the Messiah by Simeon and Anna in the Temple; the demonstration of his
understanding of the Scriptures at the age of twelve, when he disputed with
the scholars in the Temple; John the Baptist’s acclaim and God’s
proclamation, together with the descent of the Holy Spirit, at his baptism;
and the first miracle when, at the wedding feast at Cana, Jesus turns water
into wine, prefiguring the Eucharist. These were all subjects of preaching in
Epiphany from the earliest centuries. But it is the coming of the Magi which is
tied to the feast-day itself.
As John Barton has said in his recent History of the Bible (highly
recommended if you enjoy a scholarly read), this is a story ‘for which it is
hard to imagine any historical source’. But it has undoubted power as a
symbolic narrative and it has always seized the imagination, so much so that
stories have grown up around these intriguing figures. On the basis of the
three gifts, the Western church has always assumed that there were three
Magi, although other Christian traditions have different numbers: there are
twelve, for instance, in the Syriac tradition. But whatever the tradition, it
wasn’t long before they were given names. Later, in a further imaginative
elaboration, they were represented in art in ways that distinguish one from
another, for example in age and ethnicity, in order to draw out the essential
symbolic meaning: that this story’s purpose was to ‘manifest’ the divine and
prophecy-fulfilling nature of the young child and to foreshadow his
recognition by people of all ages and races.
The names we are familiar with in the traditions of Western Christendom —
Caspar Melchior and Balthazar — differ from those in in the east. It’s
impossible say where they come from. We first find them in a Latin text of
the sixth century, known as the Excerpta Latina Barbari, which is a translation
of a Greek text probably composed in Alexandria about 500 AD. However,
there’s no indication here that the names were a new creation at that point,
so the tradition doubtless goes back quite a bit farther. It’s generally thought
that the name Caspar may be traceable to Gondophares (subsequently

reduced to Gaspar/Caspar), who appears as a king of India in the
apocryphal Acts of Thomas, which seems to have been written before the
middle of the third century. There aren’t any comparable candidates for the
names of Melchior and Balthazar, but not surprisingly, in view of their
exotic associations in Matthew’s narrative, later legends have them coming
from distant lands: Melchior from Persia and Balthazar from Babylonia or
Arabia. It was soon assumed that, because of their encounter with the
Christ-child, they were converted and were martyred for their beliefs.
Constantinople (founded in 330 AD) claimed to have their relics, but these
moved to Milan later in the fourth century and to Cologne in the twelfth
century, where the present gold shrine of the Three Kings dates from
c. 1200.
Joyce Hill

Thorner’s own deli and shop
Stocking essential groceries and greengroceries
Bread, milk, eggs, cheese, cold meat,
home-baked cakes and savouries
Fruit and veg boxes and meat to order
Home deliveries
Order online at https://earfood.co.uk
(by 11am, two days in advance)
or at thepostboxdeli@hotmail.com
0113 289 3888

Tit flocks
A recent BTO news release talking about the numbers of Blue Tits and Great
Tits in our gardens being lower than usual got me wondering, as my garden is
buzzing with them.
The article said that both species have been seen in fewer gardens and in
smaller numbers this year. It suggested that the fifth-warmest April in a 100
years meant that invertebrates such as butterflies and moths made an early
appearance, which in turn altered the relative timing of their abundance and
the tits’ requirement for food for their hungry offspring.
Caterpillars are an important food for tit nestlings, but in warm springs they
develop earlier, so there are fewer available during the main tit nesting
season, reducing the number of birds fledging.
Blue tits are one of the most common garden birds, seen in more than nine
out of ten gardens during the winter, visiting bird feeders. They are easily
recognisable because of their small size and bright blue and yellow colouring.
Not all of our tits have had a terrible year, though. Long-tailed tits, those
small, black-and-grey birds with long ‘lollipop’ tails, were reported more
often than usual, suggesting that they have had a successful breeding season.
The large numbers of tits around at the moment make it easy to study the
feeding strategies of the various species. Great tits tend to feed lower down
in the undergrowth than other tits, presumably because they are larger and
less agile, eating invertebrates when available, and seeds when they are not.
Although sociable birds, they don’t form foraging flocks, and their behaviour
around feeders is decidedly hierarchical, with the dominant adults using the
best feeders (closest to cover), leaving the younger birds to feed on more
exposed ones where the risk of sparrowhawk attack is greater.
Great tits are unmistakable given their larger size, together with a black cap,
collar and bib plus white cheeks. Their backs are green to blue-grey.
Underneath they are lemon yellow with a central black stripe running
downwards from the throat. It is wider and more strongly developed in males
than in females, and it is this stripe, together with the black head that
differentiates them from their smaller cousins, the blue tits, with their blue
heads.

Blue tits typically take seeds away from the feeder and perch somewhere
nearby to eat them. This behaviour makes it quite difficult to work out
exactly how many are around. Is it the same two or three birds coming back
again and again, or is it several different birds coming back from time to
time, or even a flock of a dozen or so birds just passing through? They do
have to stick around longer when feeding on suet balls, however, and these
are an irresistible attraction for all our garden tits.
Both species will look for bugs on tree branches and plant stems, with the
blue tits being just that bit lighter and more agile, and able to exploit
thinner branches.
Add to this mix the coal tit – smaller still and less colourful, but striking due
its black and white head. They don’t usually stay long, but since they cache
a lot of what they take, can be very frequent visitors. Again, just how many
are there? They can be quite combative too, and often you only realise that
you have more than one when they chase each other off. Frequently!
If you find the lives of our garden birds to be of interest, and would like to
join in and count the feathered occupants of your garden, please contact
me at gbwmike@gmail.com or visit the BTO Garden BirdWatch website at
www.bto.org/gbw.
Mike Gray

Local information
GP practice churchview.surgery@nhs.net
Thorner Surgery, Main Street, Thorner….….….….. appointments 0113 887 3322
open Mon–Tues, Fri, 8.30am–12.30pm; Wed–Thurs, 8am–12.30pm
Church View Surgery, School Lane, Collingham … appointments 01937 222841
open Mon–Fri, 8am–6.30pm
Police: Wetherby Police: general number ….…………….….…..…………….. 285 5360
Thorner and Scarcroft: PCSO 942 Geoff Nottingham…….….……………… 285 5360
Pressing but non-emergency matters ….…..………….……….………..………………. 101
Housing: Wetherby office …………………………………………..…….…... 01937 582706
DSS office: Southern House, 529 York Road, Leeds 9 ………....…...….... 240 6611

Thorner
Thorner Facebook page …………...…..… www.facebook.com/groups/thorner
Thorner village website …….……..……………………. www.thornervillage.org.uk
ThornerCares website ……..….……0113 880 5255 / www.thornercares.co.uk
St Peter’s Church website …………...………………… www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Thorner Parish Council meets 1st Tuesday of month, The Bungalow
Chairman: Scott Marshall ……………..……..……………………….…………..….…. 289 2973
Clerk: Barry Riley ….………....………. 264 0865 / thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com
Mobile library visits suspended at present ...………………………….…………. 247 6016
Post Office services Thursday 10am–12 noon, The Bungalow, Main Street
Mobile fish & chips: The Village Chippy
Friday 4.30–5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 6–8pm Main Street
Over 60s Association: contact Jason Falk ………..……..……………….. 07538 025858
Royal British Legion: Secretary, Paul Oldfield .…………......……………….... 289 3210
Village Visiting Scheme contact ThornerCares
Thorner Church of England Primary School
School Office, Kirkhills, LS14 3JD ……………………………….….…………………. 289 2541
Mums & Tots Group meetings suspended at present
Contact Lizzie Waddington …………………………..…………..……………... 07932 716016
Youth Club (age 8–13) meetings suspended at present
Contact Belinda Swift …….…………............................................................ 289 2946
Beavers (age 6–8), Cubs (age 8–10), Scouts (age 10–14)
meetings suspended at present ………………………............. info@TASscouts.org.uk
Brownies meetings suspended at present …................................... 07795 545858
Probus Club: contact Jason Falk ….…………………..….…….................. 07538 025858

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club: contact Rosie Cooke …..…..……289 2351
Thorner Art Group: contact Ada Percy ..………………………………... 01937 572941
Thorner Boule and Community Facility ….……..……….... contact Parish Council
Thorner Bowling Club: contact Derek Potter ……...……...………….…..... 289 2055
Thorner Community Choir: contact Pat Smith ..………......................... 289 2205
Thorner Community Fund: ………….…….. thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
Thorner Cricket Club: contact Alastair Foster ………….……………..……... 289 2566
Thorner Film Club: contact Val Forster ………………………...................… 289 2758
Thorner Historical Society: contact Gwen Brown ……..……...………..... 289 3372
Thorner Old School Charity: …………. eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail.com
Thorner Produce Society: contact Michele Firth …..…........................ 289 2430
Thorner Tennis Club: contact Adrian Joyce ………...…..………...…..…….. 289 3499
Thorner Walking Group: contact Steven Wood .……..…...……………..... 289 3121

Scarcroft
Scarcroft Village website ……………………………………………... www.scarcroft.org
Scarcroft Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chair: Breeda Murray …………………………….……………........................... 289 2737
Clerk: Rebecca Crabtree …… clerk@scarcroftparishcouncil.org / 0419 730422
Mobile library: …………………………………………..…………………………….... 247 6016
Women’s Institute meetings suspended at present
Contact Diane Eshelby…………………………….………………..……………….... 289 2155
Bardsey Voluntary Carers Lifts, prescription collections, etc
Contact Pauline Hills …….……………………………………...…………...… 01937 573083

Post Office services
Post Office services at the Bungalow resume on Thursday 7 January. Please
also put your used postage stamps in the charity collection box.

Church services and activities
There are Sunday services at St Peter’s, Thorner, at 9.15am (also at St
Philip’s, Scholes, at 9.30am; and at All Saints’, Barwick, at 11am), with
coronavirus measures in place (i.e. face masks, restricted numbers, social
distancing). The aim is to celebrate Holy Communion at St Peter’s on the first
and third Sunday of the month, and Morning Prayer on the other Sundays.
See the end pages for details about the Thorner services.
If you wish to attend a service, please email the vicar or ring him (0113 289
2437) to obtain a copy of the order of service to print at home beforehand
and bring with you. (A few copies will be available in church for those
without internet access.) Please wear a mask, and do not come to a service if
you have any Covid-19 symptoms.
An online service is live-streamed on YouTube from one of the benefice
churches each week. It starts at the same time as the church service, but can
be watched from at any time after that.
St Peter’s church is open for private prayer every day, from about 9.30am
until late afternoon. Visitors should wear a mask which covers the mouth and
nose, use the hand-sanitising gel provided, and read and follow the guidance
by the entrance.
The phone-in prayer service continues at 6pm on Sunday evenings. You can
join in by phoning 0330 336 0036 (a local call rate) and entering the PIN 716
416.
Look out also for the following online:
 weekly ‘On the Sofa’ Bible stories (YouTube) with Debbie and Andy.
 weekly Bible study (Zoom), on Thursdays at 8–8.30pm (restarts 7
January); contact Alan Stanley for details of how to join.
 weekly Pathfinders (Zoom), on Fridays at 8–9pm, for young people (aged
11+); contact Matt Briggs for details of how to join.
 monthly Messy Church (YouTube) ; contact Bob Bailey for details.
 monthly Dad’s Club (Zoom); contact Bob Bailey for details of how to join.
To join the list for email notifications of links when new material is available,
email elmettrinitypa@gmail.com.

Who’s Who @ St Peter’s Church
Church website:
www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Rector: Andy Nicholson
reverandy1@gmail.com / 289 2437
Curate: Bob Bailey
rev.bob.bailey@gmail.com / 260 7721
Benefice PA/Communications: Hilary Marsden elmettrinitypa@gmail.com
Churchwarden
Simon Belcher, Redcroft, St John’s Avenue, LS14 3BZ
289 3254
Organist and Choirmaster (Choir practice: Thursday, 7.30pm, in church)
David Lindley, 5 Skippon Terrace, Carr Lane, Thorner LS14 3HA
289 2313
Master of the Ringers (Bellringing practice: suspended at present)
Michael Brereton, Moat Cottage, 4 Church View, Thorner LS14 3ED 289 2458
Secretary of the PCC
Sue Hayward-Giles
thornerpccsec@gmail.com / 289 6944
Treasurer of the PCC
Jonathan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Stewardship Recorder
Julian Levick, 9 The Close, Thorner LS14 3EF
289 2461
Gift Aid Secretary
Anne Wroe, 4 Willow Garth Avenue, Leeds LS14 2DY
273 2969
Electoral Roll Officer
Rita Marsden, 7 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner LS14 3EE
289 2715
Sunday School & Tea Services
Susan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Wedding arrangements: Bridget Lindley
289 2313
Home Communions Co-ordinator
Revd Alan Haigh, 4 The Paddock, Thorner LS14 3JB
289 2870
PCC committee chairs/contacts:
Fabric & Churchyard: Jon Waddington
289 3492
Finance & Stewardship: Jonathan Graham
289 3324
Outreach: Hilary Marsden
201 7144
Social: Ann Stokoe
289 2217
Parish Magazine
Editor: Hilary Marsden
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Distribution: Thorner:
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Scarcroft:
Graham Shayler, 11 Thorner Lane, LS14 3AW

Services in January
Holy Communion services are held subject to the availability of clergy and
changes in Covid-19 restrictions; even when services are advertised as Holy
Communion, this cannot be guaranteed.
Intercession prayers prepared by a member of the congregation have been
reintroduced at live services. Those who have to be cautious about attending live
services at present may email their prayers to Andy or Bob to read out.
Sunday 3 January – Epiphany Sunday
9.15am Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Reader: first lesson – Elisabeth Stephens
Reader: gospel – Michael Rignall
Intercessions – Helen Astin
11.00am Online: livestreamed from Barwick – Revd Bob Bailey
Collect
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to
worship the Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may
find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Ephesians 3.1–12
Matthew 2.1–12
Sunday 10 January – Baptism of Christ
9.15am Matins – Revd Bob Bailey and Keith Langley
Reader: first lesson – Rosie Cooke
Reader: gospel – Peter Mills
Intercessions – Jon Graham
9.30am Online: livestreamed from Scholes – Matt and Beckie Briggs
Collect
Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your
Son: may we recognize him as our Lord and know ourselves
to be your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen.
Readings Acts 19.1–7
Mark 1.4–11
Sat 16th 9.00am Dad’s Club. Email Bob Bailey for link.
Sunday 17 January – Second Sunday of Epiphany/Covenant Service
9.15am Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Reader: first lesson – Hilary Marsden
Reader: gospel – Penny Belcher
Intercessions – Michael Rignall
9.15am Online: livestreamed from Thorner – Revd Andy Nicholson

Collect

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with the
whole creation to your glory, hidden through past ages and
made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Revelation 5.1–19
John 1.43–end
Sunday 24 January – Third Sunday of Epiphany
10.00am Morning Prayer – Revd Bob Bailey
Reader: first lesson – Anne Wroe
Reader: gospel – Jenny Strang
Intercessions – Roger Kaye
11.00am Online: livestreamed from Barwick – Revd Kathryn Elliot
Collect
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good news to the
poor, release to the captives, and freedom to the oppressed:
anoint us with your Holy Spirit and set all your people free to
praise you in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Revelation 19.6–10
John 2.1–11
Sunday 31 January – Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas)
10.00am Joint benefice service at St Philip’s, Scholes
10.00am Online: livestreamed from Scholes
Collect
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose
beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in
substance of our flesh: grant that we may be presented to
you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Readings Revelation 19.6–10
John 2.1–11

