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Keeping calm and carrying on
We are now six weeks into lockdown and experiencing life very differently
from normal. With 165,000+ known coronavirus cases and 26,000+ known
deaths by the end of April, the nation’s appreciation of the National Health
Service is at an all-time high in what is, by strange coincidence, the WHO’s
Year of the Nurse and Midwife.
Comparisons with wartime have been common in recent weeks, and 8 May
sees the anniversary of VE Day. Many official celebrations have had to be
cancelled, but it will be marked nationally on radio, television and online.
The timetable of events in Thorner and in the media are listed later in this
issue.
Although many have positive things to be grateful for at present – spending
more quality time, even if only online, with family and friends; the kindness
of neighbours and of strangers; the adaptability of businesses and other
organisations to help us shop, exercise, worship, etc at home – the
constraints and isolation of lockdown are not easy to cope with and can
exacerbate existing problems. Advice and information on looking after your
health and wellbeing can be found on the ThornerCares website.
If you or someone you know in the village is in need of support, do contact
ThornerCares at thornercares@outlook.com or on 0113 880 5255. As well
as the latest information about the GP surgery, prescription ordering and
collection, local services and suppliers, and alternative church services, its
website now also has links to information about:
 looking after one’s mental and physical health and wellbeing.
 financial assistance for those whose livelihood is affected by the
lockdown
Updates are issued via its website or the Thorner Facebook page.
Hilary Marsden

Feed the Need Kitchen
Hot lunches and dinners for
the less able, those at high risk and older residents
on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Lunch orders to be placed by 11am; dinner orders by 4pm
Order online or phone 07802 482075

Church services, etc

Keeping our spirits up

The Elmete Trinity Benefice YouTube channel continues to provide Sunday
services and daily reflections. If you would like to be notified by email
when new material is posted on the channel, please email the vicar at
elmettrinitypa@gmail.com

Lockdown can be a stressful and lonely time, but what we are being asked
to do by the government will help not only ourselves but others. Tips for
keeping our spirits up include:
1. Stay connected, whether by phone, internet or social media. One-toone conversations are particularly good at boosting our mood.
2. Share problems. Talking about how you feel may be difficult but it
can make problems seem more manageable. If you feel you need
more help, contact your GP, or look at the mental wellbeing factsheet
on the ThornerCares website for other organisations that can help.
3. Keep active – exercise relieves stress and tension. And singing and
dancing are great mood boosters.
4. Sleep well – try to get seven hours’ sleep at least three times a week.
5. Do things you enjoy. Plan these into your day at regular intervals – a
TV programme, a phone call, a book, a favourite dish, a game.
6. Look after others. Even if only in small ways, do what you can: a
smile, a kind word, a letter or email can make all the difference.

The ‘dial-in’ prayer service at 10am on Sundays (c.30 mins) and
Wednesdays (c.15 mins), led by Alan Stanley, has changed its phone
number to access cheaper call charges. To join these calls:
 from a landline, dial 0330 336 0036; or from a UK mobile dial 8 7373
(or from an O2 mobile, dial 98 7373).
 when prompted, enter the group PIN 716 416 and then record your
name and the conference call can begin.
(NB Charges are: landlines – your phone provider’s local rate for your
contract (which may be free if you have free phone calls); mobiles
12.5p/min. + VAT.) Call Alan on 0113 281 2769 if you need help.
The collects and readings for Sundays in May and for Ascension Day are
given at the end of this issue.
Details of other online services can be accessed via the ‘local churches’
hyperlink on the homepage of the ThornerCares website.

Thorner’s own deli and shop
Stocking essential groceries
and greengroceries
Bread, milk, eggs, cheese, cold meat,
home-baked cakes and savouries
Fruit and veg boxes and meat to order
Home deliveries
Order online at https://earfood.co.uk
(by 11am, two days in advance)

or at thepostboxdeli@hotmail.com / 0113 289 3888

Listening to the other voices
Carole Cassidy of All Saints’ Church, Barwick, contributes the second in a
series of articles by members of the three benefice congregations
(Thorner, Barwick and Scholes) telling how God has impacted on their
lives over the years. These voices are important to hear, to remind us that
God is at work in all of our lives if we allow him in.

God in my life
Although I didn’t realise it, seeds were sown early in my life: Sunday
School, Brownies and then Guides with monthly church parade, leading in
Sunday School. I studied RE for GCE, which gave a basic understanding of
Christianity but not as comprehensive as in current times.
It has not been until recent years that I have had a better understanding
and awareness of how God has been in my life. When Andy asked me to
write this article, it made me sit and review what and how my faith had
grown and been ‘fertilised’ over the years.
My father’s family worshipped at the Baptist chapel, while my mother’s
family were very high Church of England. When Michael and I married in
1969, we had discussions about religious choice as Michael and his father
were practising Catholics but I was Protestant and wanted to marry in my
church. In the 1960s the Catholic priest had rather strong views on the
implications of not marrying in a Catholic church. I found out at the time
that my lovely mother-in-law had been through the same discussions 30
years before. We married in Holy Trinity Church in Cookridge, and had
nearly 46 happy years. Looking back started me thinking about the
different ways of worshipping the same God.
Michael and I weren’t able to have children, but our friends presented us
with seven precious godchildren, most of them now adults and with their
own children. Through my involvement in their lives, and them in my life, I
attended many different churches around the country, including the
Church of Scotland, with different approaches to worship.
At the time I never analysed my feelings, but looking back I realise that
whenever I came up against a major challenge to the path I hoped my life
would take, God gave me the will and the strength to get up and move
forward.
The biggest challenge was Michael’s illness and early death, but on the
day of his funeral I sat in the front pew with the sun coming through the
east window and I knew that he was in a better place.

What looking back over these issues has taught me is that, however we
worship, we are speaking to the same God. In our benefice we have three
churches, each with its own style of worship, but we all work together to do
God’s work. In this present time of challenge it has become apparent (and I
don’t say this lightly, as those who know me know my love of the building
of All Saints’ with the peace and its walls steeped in prayer) but it’s not the
church (building), it’s the people – of whatever belief or denomination –
and the prayers that matter.
Carole Cassidy

Thoughts on Easter
We are very familiar with the word resurrection, but what does it mean? A
trawl of the dictionary led to an interesting group of words, all beginning
with re… and remarkably linked and apt in today’s strange lockdown world.
So – resurrection – an instance of a dead person coming to life. This is a
fundamental belief of all Christians, and one which I find difficult to
understand. It isn’t Christ in another spiritual form, it is his actual physical
body, and yet he seems to appear and disappear in a way which would
indicate that it is a spiritual presence. That makes it hard to grasp.
Near to resurrection in the dictionary is resumé – a descriptive summary of
events. Here again the Bible gives us several different stories which are
subjective and sometimes not the same, with different gospels giving
several accounts. The disciples can now resume their lives, interrupted and
shattered by the events of Easter – but how on earth can they manage
without Jesus? Of course, gradually they experience those various
remarkable ‘meetings’, some individually and some as part of a group.
Another of the re… words is resumption – the act of resuming or beginning
again. Alongside that is resurgent – rising to new life and vigour. Also
resuscitate – restoring to consciousness. At the moment, our clergy and lay
friends are helping us, via the internet, to experience and explore our faith.
It is inspiring to feel that we are all on a journey which can help us to value
our lives, REspect each other, REach out, REact to the needs of our
community, be REady to join together and become the REal body of Christ
on earth and hopefully REceive God’s blessing in these difficult days.
Elisabeth Stephens

News from the Victory Hall

Clearly this is an extremely difficult time for us all, but Wetherby in
Support of the Elderly is attempting to keep up as many of its functions as
possible.
Karen, our Events Coordinator, is offering support through a range of
activities that can be accessed electronically by emailing her at karen@wise.org.uk
Nicola can help with advice, information or signposting on 01937 588994
or nicola@w-ise.org.uk
Carole is helping to coordinate our volunteers, but if you are one of our
befrienders, it would be fantastic if you could continue to do your
befriending by telephone or other electronic means. Carole can be
contacted on carole@w-ise.org.uk
Jo, Christine and Jane will be keeping in regular contact over the phone
with the friends we support.
We are currently operating with a skeleton staff in the office, so please
would you limit telephone calls into the office to urgent enquiries.
Keep safe, please observe the rules around isolating and we will see one
another soon in better times.
Mark Dobson
Operations Manager

Thorner Walking Group
Thorner Walking Group is unable to walk as a group at present, and our
weekly sessions are on hold. But if you fancy a walk, we have put
descriptions of five short local walks on the Thorner village website for
you to enjoy.

Drop-by lunches
The team are thinking about everyone who attends the lunches and hopes
they are all OK and getting help if they need it. They look forward to
putting on a celebration Drop-by lunch as soon as circumstances allow.

Events and activities at the Victory Hall during lockdown are cancelled, but
some of our fitness session providers have online alternatives. Keep up to
date with what’s available through our website.
We are pleased that our kitchen facilities are being used by Thorner’s ‘Feed
the Need’ initiative to provide meals for vulnerable / self-isolating villagers.
More details can be found online or by calling 07802 482075.

Annual General Meetings
The annual general meetings for our two existing charities, Thorner Victory
Hall & Institute (Charity reg. no. 1021891) and Thorner Victory Hall (Charity
reg. no. 1183822), should be held in May, but in view of the current
restrictions we have advised the Charity Commission that they will be
postponed until later in the year.
We will advise members of the re-arranged date through the website, on
our noticeboard and through our Victory Hall emailing.
We look forward to continuing to provide a venue for activities and
entertainment to suit all tastes just as soon as we’re able!

VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations
This programme of events to celebrate the VE Day anniversary in lockdown
conditions has been compiled from information issued by the Royal British
Legion, the Queen’s Pageant Master, and the BBC.

Friday 8 May
11am – A two-minute silence nationwide, to recognise not only the service
and sacrifice of the World War II generation, but also to reflect on the
devastating impact of the Covid-19 virus on so many lives globally.
People are invited to take part in whatever way feels appropriate, standing
at their window, stepping outside their own home (taking care to observe
social distancing), or as a period of silent personal reflection.
11.15am–12 noon – A Royal British Legion live-streamed programme will
share stories and memories from those who served in World War II.
2.55pm – The Last Post will be played from the top of St Peter’s church
tower by Christopher Lindley, followed by one minute’s clapping to
recognise and thank not only those involved in World War II, but also the
many people who are selflessly providing services and support nationwide
at present. This event will be filmed and then posted on the Thorner
Facebook page, and the Elmete Trinity Benefice YouTube channel.
3pm – The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of World War II; wherever you are,
make the toast ‘To those who gave so much, we thank you’.
(or Saturday 9 May) – Stay at Home Street Party. Decorate your house with
red, white and blue and enjoy a picnic in your front garden.
6.55pm – A Cry for Peace Around the World. Revd Andy Nicholson will
present and record the Cry For Peace Around the World, which will then be
posted on the Thorner Facebook page and the benefice YouTube channel.
8–9pm – VE Day 75: The Peoples Celebration (BBC1), a programme of
memories and music, featuring some of those who remember this historic
day and popular songs of the era.
9pm – The Queen’s address to the nation (on TV and radio).
9.10pm – A nationwide singalong to ‘We’ll Meet Again’ (BBC1)

Sunday 10 May
Revd Andy Nicholson will present and record the very poignant reading
Tribute to the Millions, which will then be posted on the Thorner Facebook
page and the benefice YouTube channel.

Thorner & District Historical Society

2020 – WHO’s Year of the Nurse

The Historical Society is sorting through pictures from its archive, like the
one below of Lower Sandhills about 100 years ago. The Society will be
posting photographs on its website and hopes to circulate more pictures,
documents etc for information and discussion shortly. Feedback is most
welcome – please email Graham Castle or Gwen Brown.

When the World Health Organisation (WHO) decided to make 2020 the
Year of the Nurse and Midwife, they based it on the 200th anniversary of
Florence Nightingale’s birth on 12 May 1820. But with the coronavirus
pandemic, it is a remarkably apt year to celebrate all that nurses do for us.
As the International Council of Nurses (ICN) says: ‘All around the world,
nurses are working tirelessly to provide the care and attention people need,
whenever and wherever they need it. Nurses are central to the delivery of
health care; nurses are making an invaluable contribution to the health of
people globally.’
Nursing as a vocation goes back to the early Church. When plague struck
the Roman world in the third century, it was Christians who tended the sick
and dying, often at great personal cost. Their self-sacrifice made a profound
impression on Roman society. Centuries later, in medieval Europe, it was
the monastic orders that provided health care.
Several centuries after that, during the Crimean War (1853–56), Florence
Nightingale saved thousands of lives when she transformed the field
hospitals, greatly improving the standards of care for wounded and dying
soldiers. In fact, Florence Nightingale deserves the credit for establishing
the modern profession of nursing and its structures of training. Although
medical science has advanced since her time, the basic ethos of nursing
care remains today close to Nightingale’s vision.
Nursing is frequently described as a vocation, and it is one to which many
Christians are called. Nightingale wrote of being ‘called’ by God after having
had a vivid religious conversion as a teenager. Writing in February 1837, she
stated: ‘God has spoken to me and called me to His Service.’
Four years before going to the Crimea, she studied at a Lutheran religious
community in Germany which trained deaconesses in medical skills,
nursing, and theology. Many of the ideas that Nightingale adopted for her
nurses came from that religious community. Thus, Nightingale’s training
programme was not solely devoted to secular medical sciences. Her student
nurses were required to attend chapel, and her nurses read prayers on the
wards.
The Bishop of London, the Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, trained and worked as a
nurse before being appointed to senior positions in the National Health
Service. She was Chief Nursing Officer for England between 1999 to 2004.

Christian Aid Week
May 10–16
The usual fundraising events and collections have been replaced with
virtual fundraisers, including daily quizzes and a live-streamed Quiztian
Aid quiz on 2 May. Supporters are also being encouraged to raise funds
using e-envelopes. See the website for further details or to donate.
A particular concern is that, if coronavirus infection rates develop as they
have in Europe, people in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many
are already living with reduced health resilience because of extreme
poverty, or in overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which
do not have the healthcare infrastructures needed to combat widespread
disease. Christian Aid will be working on the ground to help prepare
communities to limit the impact of Covid-19.

She says: ‘I became a Christian as a teenager and wanted to follow Christ
with my whole life. Rather than having two careers, I have had one
vocation: to follow Jesus Christ, to know Him, and to make Him known.’
Certainly, of all the professions, nursing has one of the strongest claims to
being rooted in the Gospel.

Florence Nightingale
Florence Nightingale (1820–1910) was not only the founder of modern
nursing; she was also a social reformer and a statistician. She was named
after the Italian city of her birth, but the family moved back to England
the following year, and she was brought up in Derbyshire. Here – and
elsewhere – she had several experiences that she believed were calls from
God to devote her life to the service of others.
She never married, but among her close friends was Sidney Herbert, who
became Secretary of War and helped to make her work in the Crimea
possible. Some claim that she reduced the death rate in hospitals there
from 42 per cent to 2 per cent. She introduced hand-washing and other
hygiene improvements, but she never claimed personal credit for
reducing the death rate.
Her work inspired nurses in the American Civil War (1861–65), and in
1883 she became the first recipient of the Royal Red Cross. In 1907, she
was the first woman to be awarded the Order of Merit. She died in 1910.
Her image appeared on the reverse of £10 banknotes issued by the Bank
of England from 1975 until 1994. It is a fitting tribute to her that some of
the emergency hospitals opened to deal with the coronavirus epidemic
are called NHS Nightingale Hospitals.

Julian of Norwich: a voice from a distant cell
Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I was intrigued to
be introduced to the work of Julian of Norwich. She was writing at the end
of the 14th century, when our modern English language was slowly
emerging from its origins in Anglo-Saxon and Middle English.
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in the history of
the language (she was the first woman, and the first significant writer, to
write in English). But I was more intrigued by the ideas she was expressing.
She was an anchoress – someone who had committed herself to a life of
solitude, giving herself to prayer and fasting. St Julian’s, Norwich, was the
church where she had her ‘cell’.
Her masterpiece, Revelations of Divine Love, reveals a mystic of such depth
and insight that today throughout Britain there are hundreds, possibly
thousands, of ‘Julian groups’ who meet regularly to study her writings and
try to put them into practice.
Julian of Norwich is honoured on 8 May in the Lutheran and Anglican
Churches, but although she is held in high regard by many Roman Catholics,
her own Church has never felt able to recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is
probably because she spoke of God as embracing both male and female
qualities. Revelations is an account of the visions she received in her tiny
room, which thousands of pilgrims visit every year.
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his poems, is ‘All shall
be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.’ These
words have brought comfort and strength to many a soul in distress.
Canon David Winter

Alcuin of York

The Mexborough Arms
Hot meals daily
12–2pm, 5–8pm
See the menu on the Facebook page

Orders 1 hour in advance
Phone 0113 289 3863

In the Anglican Church calendar there is an entry for 20 May which reads
‘Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804’. Why is someone who was a
deacon (not even a priest) and an abbot of a French monastery included in
the calendar? And what did he do that was special enough to qualify him
for inclusion?
Although he ended his life in Tours, Alcuin was a Northumbrian of noble
birth, raised and educated from an early age in the religious community in
York. This was at the time when York, having been a bishopric since the
seventh century, had just become the second archbishopric in England.
Under the first Archbishop, Ecberht, and the Master of the School, Ælberht,

York quickly became one of the leading centres of learning in western
Europe. Alcuin was a star pupil, accompanying Ælberht on scholarly visits
to the continent and succeeding him as Master when, in 767, Ecberht died
and Ælberht became Archbishop. When Ælberht died in 778, Alcuin was
despatched to Rome to collect for Ælberht’s successor the special
vestment (the pallium) given by the Pope to every newly appointed
archbishop. On his way back, he met Charlemagne (later to become the
first Holy Roman Emperor), who was beginning to build up his court as an
international centre of learning. The meeting took place in 781 (such was
the time-frame for choosing a new archbishop, and then for Alcuin to
travel to Rome and to reach Charlemagne’s court on his return journey).
Alcuin had not yet written the many books for which he would be known,
but Charlemagne recognised his talents and invited him to join the body
of outstanding scholars and intellectual leaders that he was drawing
together. By 781 or 782 Alcuin had joined the court, where he remained
until 794, when he was granted the abbacy of the monastery of Tours.
There, even though he was in semi-retirement and was increasingly
infirm, he remained in close touch with Charlemagne by letter. From
these and from some of the affectionate poems he wrote, we get a lively
picture of intimacy with the royal family and of friendship and intellectual
exchange with fellow scholars.
Alcuin’s contribution to the influential renaissance of learning fostered by
Charlemagne cannot be overstated. He wrote books, drafted statements
of royal policy which promoted the intellectual reforms, took part in
contemporary theological controversy, had a huge influence on raising the
standards of accuracy in manuscript production, left his mark on the
development of the liturgy, compiled a lectionary and a collection of
sermons aimed at raising standards across the Church as a whole, and at
Charlemagne’s request produced an accurately amended text of the Bible.
During and after his abbacy, Tours became an important centre for the
production of beautiful manuscript bibles. It was also thanks to Alcuin that
the standard of ecclesiastical Latin was raised, in how it was written, how
it was spoken in the liturgy and as a shared language amongst scholars.
Charlemagne’s reforms give the lie to the idea that the early medieval
period was ‘the Dark Ages’. Alcuin, Charlemagne’s right-hand man and
described by a contemporary as ‘a man most learned in every field’, well
deserves to be celebrated.
Joyce Hill

The Birds in Your Garden
Cats: a ‘marmite’ topic if ever there was one! Love them or hate them, they
are undoubtedly garden birds’ number one predator, but what is their true
effect? Are they really responsible for the ongoing decline in bird numbers?
It’s difficult to get a handle on the true situation, but according to both the
RSPB and the Mammal Society there is no scientific evidence that cats are
responsible for the general decline in many garden bird numbers. Looking
through academic papers, it seems that the majority of trials are local and
lacking in rigour.
Domestic cats are rarely underfed, but most still hunt. There are also many
feral and semi-feral cats around – but how many? Most trials count prey
brought back to the cats’ home territories, but what percentage is that of
what they catch?
The most recent figures about how much wildlife is killed by cats are from
the Mammal Society. The society estimates that cats in the UK catch up to
275 million prey items a year, of which 27 million are birds. This is only the
number which were caught and brought home, though. We don't know
how many much more prey cats caught but didn't bring back, or how many
escaped but subsequently died.
The most frequently caught birds, according to the Mammal Society, are
house sparrows, blue tits, blackbirds and starlings; the most common
garden birds are wrens, robins, house sparrows, woodpigeons (a bit big for
most cats!), chaffinches and blackbirds. Make what you will of the disparity
between the two lists! Bird behaviour affects which birds are caught, and I
suspect that birds in an area with a large number of cats will, over time,
change their behaviour accordingly.
The RSPB says, ‘We know that of the millions of baby birds hatched each
year, most will die before they reach breeding age. This is natural, and each
pair needs only to rear two young that survive to breeding age to replace
themselves and maintain the population. It is likely that most of the birds
killed by cats would have died anyway from other causes before the next
breeding season, so cats are unlikely to have a major impact on

populations. Those bird species which have undergone the most serious
population declines in the UK (such as skylarks, tree sparrows and corn
buntings) rarely encounter cats. Research shows that these declines are
usually caused by habitat change or loss, particularly on farmland.’
What can cat owners do to reduce predation levels? First and foremost
must be to keep them in at night: it helps; we did so with our cats all their
lives. This is particularly important during the breeding season when there
are fledglings around. Inexperienced and hungry young birds, desperate
for their first feed of the day, are easy prey, and parent birds are all too
willing to risk their own lives when feeding offspring. Lights out and cats
out at bedtime is not a good idea!
Collars fitted with bells or sonic devices have also been shown to reduce
predation rates. It make take a cat a few days to get used to one, though!
If you find the lives of our garden birds to be of interest, and would like to
join in and count the feathered occupants of your garden, please contact
me (07596 366342 or gbwmike@gmail.com) or visit the BTO Garden
BirdWatch website (www.bto.org/gbw).
Mike Gray

The Fox
Hot evening meals delivered
See the menu on the Fox Facebook page
Orders by 4pm; cash payment only
Order by phone 0113 289 2489

Shop
Open: Mon–Sat 5–6.45pm
Sun 12–2pm
Tinned food, cleaning products, loo rolls,
fresh food, including fruit and veg boxes to order
Phone 0113 289 2489 for deliveries

Local information
GP practice
Thorner Surgery, Main Street, Thorner ….….….…………………… closed at present
Church View Surgery, School Lane, Collingham … appointments 01937 222841
open Mon-Fri 8am–1pm, 2pm–6.30pm ………..... churchview.surgery@nhs.net
Police: Wetherby Police: general number ….…………….….…..…………….. 285 5360
Thorner and Scarcroft: PCSO 942 Geoff Nottingham…….….……………… 285 5360
Pressing but non-emergency matters ….…..………….……….………..………………. 101
Housing: Wetherby office …………………………………………..…….…... 01937 582706
DSS office: Southern House, 529 York Road, Leeds 9 ………....…...….... 240 6611

Thorner
ThornerCares website ……..………0113 880 5255 / www.thornercares.co.uk
Thorner Facebook page …………..…..… www.facebook.com/groups/thorner
Thorner Village website …….…….……………………. www.thornervillage.org.uk
St Peter’s Church website …………..………………… www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Thorner Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chairman: Scott Marshall …………………..……………………….…………..….…. 289 2973
Clerk: Barry Riley ….………....…….. 264 0865 / thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com
Mobile library service suspended at present ………………………………….. 247 6016
Post Office services Thursday 10am–12 noon, The Bungalow, Main Street
Mobile fish & chips: The Village Chippy ………….. service suspended at present
Over 60s Association: contact Jason Falk ………..…….………………..…..... 289 3850
Royal British Legion: Secretary, Paul Oldfield .…………....……………….... 289 3210
Village Visiting Scheme contact ThornerCares during epidemic
Thorner Church of England Primary School
School Office, Kirkhills, LS14 3JD ………………………………….…………………. 289 2541
Mums & Tots Group meetings suspended at present
Contact Lizzie Waddington …………………………..………….……………... 07932 716016
Youth Club (age 8–13) meetings suspended at present
Contact Belinda Swift …….…………........................................................... 289 2946
Beavers (age 6–8), Cubs (age 8–10), Scouts (age 10–14)
meetings suspended at present ………………………............ info@TASscouts.org.uk
Brownies meetings suspended at present …................................. 07795 545858
Probus Club: contact Jason Falk ….…………………..….…........................... 289 3850
Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club: contact Rosie Cooke …...…..……289 2351
Thorner Art Group: contact Ada Percy ..………………….……………... 01937 572941
Thorner Boule and Community Facility ….……..…………... contact Parish Council

Thorner Bowling Club: contact Derek Potter ……...……...……….…..... 289 2055
Thorner Community Choir: contact Pat Smith ..………...................... 289 2205
Thorner Community Fund: contact …. thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
Thorner Cricket Club: contact Alastair Foster ……….……………..……... 289 2566
Thorner Film Club: contact Val Forster ……………………...................… 289 2758
Thorner Historical Society: contact Gwen Brown …………...………..... 289 3372
Thorner Old School Charity: ………. eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail.com
Thorner Produce Society: contact Michele Firth ……........................ 289 2430
Thorner Tennis Club: contact Adrian Joyce ………...…………...…..…….. 289 3499
Thorner Walking Club: contact Steven Wood ………..….……………..... 289 3121

Scarcroft
Scarcroft Village website ………………………………………….. www.scarcroft.org
Scarcroft Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chair: Breeda Murray …………………………….……………........................ 289 2737
Clerk: Rebecca Crabtree … clerk@scarcroftparishcouncil.org / 0419 730422
Mobile library: service suspended at present.………………………….... 247 6016
Women’s Institute meetings suspended at present
Contact Diane Eshelby…………………………….……………..……………….... 289 2155
Bardsey Voluntary Carers Lifts, prescription collections, etc
Contact Pauline Hills …….…………………………………….…………...… 01937 573083

Leave your dandelions alone
When mowing your lawn, avoid cutting your dandelions. That is the
advice of the president of the British Ecological Society, Prof. Jane
Memmott. It will help to save the bees.
She explains: ‘Dandelions are a fantastic source of pollen and nectar for
the early pollinators in particular. If they were rare, people would be
fighting over them, but because they’re common, people pull them out
and spray them with all sorts of horrible things when they should just let
them flower. If you leave the lawn to three or four inches, then
dandelions, clover and daisies can flower and then you end with
something like a tapestry, and it’s much nicer to sit there and watch the
insects buzzing about.’
Prof. Memmott encourages everyone to get a bee hotel for their garden.
‘There’s nothing nicer than being sat in a chair with a glass of wine and
watching the bees going in and out of your own personal little beehive.
Even just a potted plant on a doorstep will provide lunch for a bee or a fly
or a butterfly.’

Who’s Who @ St Peter’s Church
Church website:
www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Rector: Andy Nicholson
reverandy1@gmail.com / 289 2437
Curate: Bob Bailey
rev.bob.bailey@gmail.com / 260 7721
Rector’s PA: Simon Belcher
elmettrinitypa@gmail.com
Churchwardens
Elisabeth Stephens, 23 The Old Mill, Scott Lane,W’by LS22 6NB 01937 580971
Simon Belcher, Redcroft, St John’s Avenue, LS14 3BZ
289 3254
Deputy Churchwarden
Glynis Webster, Roseville, Kensington Avenue, Thorner LS14 3EH 289 2532
Organist and Choirmaster (Choir practice: suspended until church reopened)
David Lindley, 5 Skippon Terrace, Carr Lane, Thorner LS14 3HA
289 2313
Master of the Ringers (Bellringing practice: suspended until church reopened)
Michael Brereton, Moat Cottage, 4 Church View, Thorner LS14 3ED 289 2458
Secretary of the PCC
Sue Hayward-Giles
thornerpccsec@gmail.com / 289 6944
Treasurer of the PCC
Jonathan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Stewardship Recorder
Julian Levick, 9 The Close, Thorner LS14 3EF
289 2461
Gift Aid Secretary
Anne Wroe, 4 Willow Garth Avenue, Leeds LS14 2DY
273 2969
Electoral Roll Officer
Rita Marsden, 7 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner LS14 3EE
289 2715
Sunday School & Tea Services
Susan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Wedding arrangements: Bridget Lindley
289 2313
Home Communions Co-ordinator
Revd Alan Haigh, 4 The Paddock, Thorner LS14 3JB
289 2870
PCC committee chairs/contacts:
Fabric & Churchyard: Jon Waddington
289 3492
Finance & Stewardship: Jonathan Graham
289 3324
Outreach: Jenny Gibson
289 3260
Social: Ann Stokoe
289 2217
Parish Magazine
Editor: Hilary Marsden
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Distribution:Thorner:
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Scarcroft:
Graham Shayler, 11 Thorner Lane, LS14 3AW

Collects and readings for May
Sunday 3 May – Fourth Sunday of Easter
Collect
Risen Christ,
faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:
teach us to hear your voice
and to follow your command,
that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen
Readings Acts 2:42–47
John 10:1–10
Sunday 10 May – Fifth Sunday of Easter
Collect
Risen Christ,
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Readings Acts 7:55–60
John 14:1–14
Sunday 17 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter
Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Readings Acts 17:22–31
John 14:15–21
Thursday 21 May – Ascension Day
Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ
to have ascended into the heavens,
so we in heart and mind may also ascend
and with him continually dwell;
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Readings Acts 1:1–11
Luke 24:44–53
Sunday 24 May – Seventh Sunday of Easter – Sunday after Ascension Day
Collect
Risen, ascended Lord,
as we rejoice at your triumph,
fill your Church on earth with power and compassion,
that all who are estranged by sin
may find forgiveness and know your peace,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Readings Acts 1:6–14
John 17:1–11
Sunday 31 May – Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
Collect
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the gift of faith,
revive your Church with the breath of love,
and renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Acts 2:1–21
John 20:19–23

