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It’s not the lock-down, it’s the re-entry
During the 1990s I spent four years in China teaching English in a small (by
Chinese standards) rural city. I loved my time there and found experiencing
a foreign culture invigorating and fascinating. Yes, there were frustrations
and miscommunications, but that was natural: I didn’t understand the
language or the culture and was feeling my way as I went.
What was more confusing was when I came back to Britain; it hadn’t
changed, but I had. I remember one time going into a huge supermarket
and Debbie said ‘Choose whatever you want to eat.’ I just stood there
frozen to the spot. The choice was too great. I felt sick to my stomach at the
consumerism and the waste and the riches.
For the previous four years whenever I wanted veg, I went to the street
sellers down the road who brought the baskets of veg they had grown in
their own fields. When I wanted meat there was a butcher’s with a few
cuts to choose from, and when I wanted noodles there was a family
restaurant with one recipe.
I vowed I would not go back to the excess and waste that I’d been used to
before I went to China, but over the following months it just became easier
to go with the consumerist flow and get that dishwasher, that deep fat fryer
and that mobile phone. (I never did use the deep fat fryer, but I got
suckered into thinking it would make my life easier!)
Over the past three months, life has shrunk. For some people it is now the
size of their house, for others a few supermarket shops, and for yet others
it’s a workplace, shop and home. But regardless of who we are, there has
been no cinema, no restaurant, no hotel and no foreign holiday. How have
you coped? I know some people have really struggled with it.
Personally, I’ve loved the chance to go for walks in the morning, make
phone calls and video services in the afternoon and have Zoom meetings in
the evening. Yes, there’ve been frustrations and misunderstandings, but
then it’s a foreign culture and we’re all feeling our way.
What will be more tricky is what happens as we come out of lock-down.
What will we take with us on the journey and what will we leave? The
world hasn’t completely changed, but we have. How will we cope?
Bishop Nick has suggested dividing a piece of paper into four and in each
quarter writing the following:
 What have we lost that should stay lost?
 What have we lost that we need to regain?

 What have we gained that needs to be left behind?
 What have we gained that needs to be retained?
It’s worth doing it as an exercise for yourself to think through this new
and strange land that we’re re-entering.
Blessings
Andy

Church services and activities
The Elmete Trinity Benefice has a variety of services and other activities
available on its YouTube channel, its churches’ Facebook pages or live on
Zoom. To join the list for email notifications when new material is
available, email elmettrinitypa@gmail.com.
The benefice YouTube channel hosts:
 Sunday services (usually followed by a Zoom coffee and chat)
 daily reflections
 weekly ‘Story time with Debbie’ Bible stories
 monthly Messy Church, on the first Tuesday of the month at 12.30pm.
Zoom activities include:
 weekly Bible study, on Thursdays at 8–8.30pm; contact Alan Stanley
for details of how to join.
 weekly Pathfinders , on Fridays at 8–9pm, for young people (aged
11+); contact Matt Briggs for details of how to join.
 monthly ‘Dad’s Club’, on the second Saturday of each month at
10.30am; contact Bob Bailey for details of how to join.
 monthly ‘All Saints’ All Stars’, on Wednesdays, to prepare the All Age
service on the third Sunday of the month; contact the vicar for details
of how to join.
The weekly ‘Singing with Matt’ sing along on Sundays at 4pm can be
accessed through the St Philip’s Facebook page.
Off-line, there is a dial-in prayer service at 10am on Sundays (c.30 mins)
and Wednesdays (c.15 mins), led by Alan Stanley. This is not just for
people without internet access. The services allow you to speak as well as
listen, to be anonymous or to take part.
To join these calls, dial 0330 336 0036 and enter the PIN 716 416. Calls
can be made from either a landline or mobile and are at a local rate from
your service provider. Call Alan on 0113 281 2769 if you need help.

Church reopening
St Peter’s church council has been considering how best to open the church
for private prayer, taking into account the guidance provided by the Leeds
diocese to minimise the risk of exposing visitors to the coronavirus.
The church will be open for private prayer on Saturdays (10am–12 noon)
and Wednesdays (2–4pm), probably from 4 July; the date will be confirmed
by email and social media posts.
Hand-sanitising gel will be available at the door but visitors should bring a
face-mask which covers both the mouth and nose. The toilet will not be
accessible. A steward will be present to answer questions about infection
control and to provide guidance as to which parts of the church are open.
Last week the government announced that churches could open for public
worship, but the benefice council has decided to spend the next month
seeing how the churches are used for private prayer before making a
decision on opening for public worship.

New Archbishop to be confirmed online
Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th
Archbishop of York on Thursday 9 July, at 11am. The service will be
broadcast via video conference on the Church of England’s website. His
enthronement service will be announced later in the year.
The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be in
two parts. A legal ceremony with readings, prayers and music will be
followed by a film marking the start of the new Archbishop’s ministry.
Bishop Stephen says: ‘I am looking forward to beginning my ministry as
the 98th Archbishop of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it would
begin. It is certainly the first time an Archbishop’s election will have been
confirmed via video conference. But we’re all having to re-imagine how
we live our lives and how we inhabit the world.
‘These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of
God that is given us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those
who while never attending a service in York Minster, might have a look
online.
‘Following in the footsteps of my many predecessors, I look forward to
serving our nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our world,
especially here in the north.'

ThornerCares

Leeds Festival 2020

If you or someone you know in the village is in need of support, do
contact ThornerCares at thornercares@outlook.com or on 0113 880 5255.
Its website has the latest information about prescription collections, local
services and suppliers, online church services and links to advice about
looking after one’s mental and physical health and wellbeing, dealing with
abuse, and how those whose livelihood is affected by the lock-down can
obtain financial assistance.
Updates are issued via its website or the Thorner Facebook page.

Leeds Festival will not be taking place in 2020. Thorner residents who had
successfully applied for tickets can apply for a refund for any or all of their
tickets, or can carry tickets forward for the 2012 Festival. The deadline for
ticket-holders to decide what they want to do is 31 December 2020.
Applications for a refund can be made:
 by email to thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
 by post to Wayne Young, 1 Skippon Terrace, Carr Lane, Thorner LS14
3HA
Refund applications (by email or letter) should contain only the following.
 The email subject line should read REFUND.
 The name of the lead resident (usually the first name on the yellow
form). We will make the cheque payable to this resident.
 The full Thorner address and postcode of the lead resident.
 The names of the ticket users for the tickets you wish to cancel.
 The total amount of the refund you are requesting.
 A contact telephone number.
Please note, we will not issue acknowledgements of refund requests, and it
may take up to 30 days to issue your cheque.
Thorner Community Fund

Feed the Need bows out
After several months of sterling service providing the self-isolating, older
residents and those at high risk with hot meals two days a week, the Feed
the Need kitchen ends with its service on Tuesday 30 June.
ThornerCares has researched alternative suppliers of reasonably priced
ready meals, usually frozen, to be cooked in the microwave or oven.
Minimum order limits and delivery charges may apply.
 Cook North Leeds – frozen dishes to cook in microwave or oven;
order online or by phone. Call 0113 237 0377 for their brochure.
 Oakhouse Foods – frozen dishes to cook in microwave or oven;
order online or by phone. Call 0333 370 6700 for theirbrochure.
 Parsley Box – cupboard-stored dishes to cook in microwave or oven;
order online or by phone. Call 0800 612 7225 for theirbrochure.
 Wiltshire Farm Foods – frozen dishes to cook in microwave or oven;
order online or by phone. Call 0800 077 3100 for their brochure.
Please draw this information to the attention of those you know who
don’t have internet access but might benefit from obtaining meals this
way.
Local suppliers include:
 the Mexborough Arms, serving hot meals to take away daily
 the Village Chippy van on Friday evenings (see advert for times)
 Cinnemon, providing Indian takeaway meals home-prepared in
Thorner; order 48 hours in advance; phone 07847 801769
 Nova Scotia Farm Produce (Mark Darley), supplying artisan savoury
pies; order online or by phone 07802 482075.
Other local suppliers and services are listed on the ThornerCares website.

Thorner’s own deli and shop
Stocking essential groceries and greengroceries
Bread, milk, eggs, cheese, cold meat,
home-baked cakes and savouries
Fruit and veg boxes and meat to order
Home deliveries
Order online at https://earfood.co.uk
(by 11am, two days in advance)
or at thepostboxdeli@hotmail.com / 0113 289 3888

News from the Victory Hall

Although we are still in challenging times, Wetherby in Support of the
Elderly is keeping as many of its functions going as possible.
Karen, our Events Coordinator, offers support through a range of activities
that can be accessed electronically by contacting her at karen@wise.org.uk
Nicola can help with advice, information or signposting on 01937 588994
or nicola@w-ise.org.uk
Carole is looking after WiSE Volunteer communication, with existing
Befrienders continuing to contact their individual friends by telephone or
other electronic means. Carole can be contacted on carole@w-ise.org.uk
Jo, Christine and Jane are keeping in regular contact over the telephone
with those we support.
The office is currently operating with a skeleton staff so please limit
telephone calls to the office to urgent enquiries.
Wetherby in Support of the Elderly continues to act as the organisational
hub for the Wetherby area, working in partnership with Leeds City Council
and Voluntary Action Leeds in coordinating the volunteer effort to
support older and vulnerable residents living in the Wetherby and
Harewood wards if there is no local scheme to do this. Anybody in need of
assistance in these communities should contact the Council on 0113 378
1877. Anyone already in receipt of care may be contacted by their care
provider should there be a change to their current arrangements.
If anybody wishes to volunteer to support the community effort, please
visit www.doinggoodinleeds.org.uk or contact Voluntary Action Leeds on
info@val.org.uk
Keep safe, please observe the rules around isolating and we will see one
another soon in better times.
Mark Dobson
Operations Manager

The hall may be closed, but it has been very busy! The ‘Feed the Need’
team used our kitchen and small hall to make and deliver lunches and
dinners every Tuesday and Thursday for vulnerable and shielding villagers.
They have sent out over 1,000 meals, which have been extremely wellreceived. Service was extended with a ‘GrillMarks’ takeaway available to all
on Saturdays. The kitchen has been producing some amazing smells!
Although events and activities at the hall during lockdown are cancelled,
providers of some of our regular fitness sessions are providing online
alternatives – keep up to date with what’s available through our website

Annual General Meetings
The annual general meetings for our two existing charities, Thorner Victory
Hall & Institute (Charity Reg. No 1021891) and Thorner Victory Hall (Charity
Reg. No 1183822), should be held in May, but in view of the current
restrictions we have advised the Charity Commission that they have been
postponed. The rearranged date will be publicised on our website and
noticeboard and via the Victory Hall emailing.
We are regularly checking government advice to see when and how we may
be able to open our doors to the public again. We look forward to
continuing to provide a venue for activities and entertainment to suit all
tastes just as soon as we’re able to do so in a safe manner.

Thomas Becket
In February, before we were hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, I wrote about
2020 being the Year of Cathedrals: The Year of Pilgrimage. That
celebration has now been extended to 2021. But what initially generated
the idea of having a special year was that in 2020 several cathedrals have
major anniversaries. The greatest of these is the 850th anniversary of the
martyrdom of Thomas Becket on 29 December 1170. His feast-day is the
date of his death, although the Common Worship calendar gives 7 July as
an alternative. This July date is when, in 1220, Becket’s body was
translated from his original tomb to the wonderful space at the east end
of Canterbury cathedral where his amazingly rich shrine remained until it
was destroyed under Henry VIII in 1538. Throughout these centuries,
Canterbury was one of the principal pilgrimage centres of western
Christendom.
Thomas was born in Cheapside in c.1118 to parents who were of Norman
descent, although not of particularly high rank. However, thanks to
patronage, in his early twenties he joined the household of Theobald,
Archbishop of Canterbury, and was sent abroad by the Archbishop to
study law. On his return Theobald ordained him deacon, and appointed
him Archdeacon of Canterbury in 1154. By the following year, Henry II had
made him his Chancellor. In this role Becket, who greatly appreciated
courtly living, was generally a loyal supporter of the king, even when some
of the king’s policies adversely affected the church. So it’s hardely
surprising that in 1162, when Theobald died, the king pushed hard for
Thomas to become Archbishop of Canterbury. First, however, he had to
be ordained priest! This took place on 2 June 1162, the day before his
consecration as Archbishop.
No doubt Henry hoped that Becket would continue to support him, even
if this sometimes meant taking a stand against the church. But that was
not to be. Thomas immediately adopted a notably ascetic lifestyle and
became the church’s staunch defender. Matters quickly came to a head
when Henry wanted to transfer to the jurisdiction of the secular courts
cases concerning criminous clerics, which had until then been a matter for
the ecclesiastical courts. This new set-up was enshrined in the
Constitutions of Clarendon (1164), but Thomas resolutely refused to sign
them. Reprisals followed, including a demand for a large sum of money
supposedly in settlement of accounts when he was Chancellor. He still
refused to sign, and although a council called by the king passed sentence

on Thomas, he escaped to France. Eventually, after Thomas had
excommunicated two bishops who had sided with the king and had
threated England with an interdict, the Pope brought about a reconciliation
(of sorts), and Thomas returned to England on 30 November 1170.
However, he remained as obdurate as ever, refusing to absolve the bishops
he had excommunicated, and he was martyred in his own cathedral less
than a month later.
The confrontation between archbishop and king was part of a power
struggle that was played out for centuries throughout Western
Christendom. It is this context that explains the extreme speed with which
the church stepped in to capitalise on Thomas’s murder by canonising him
in 1173. The pilgrimage associated with his cult was the setting for
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, while the personal tensions between king and
archbishop, together with Thomas’s dramatic change of lifestyle, inspired
modern dramas by T. S. Eliot in England and by Jean Anouilh in France.
Joyce Hill

30th July commemorations
During the 18th century many people in England were involved in the
campaign to abolish the slave trade. The Church of England remembers
especially William Wilberforce, Olaudah Equiano and Thomas Clarkson –
three very different but tireless campaigners against the evil practice.
Thomas Clarkson (1760–1846) was an Anglican clergyman and one of the
most prominent of the anti-slavery campaigners. In 1787 he helped form
the first Abolitionist Committee, and his energy and hatred of injustice
made him a ‘moral steam-engine’. He travelled hundreds of miles,
gathering evidence from people caught up in the slave trade, from ship
captains to doctors.
Olaudah Equianon (1745–97) had been kidnapped in Nigeria, sold into
slavery and sent to the West Indies. When he finally escaped, he made his
way to London and became one of the most prominent black campaigners.
His brutal autobiography of 1789 ran to nine reprints, and was translated
into many languages, bringing home to people the horrors of the slave
trade.
William Wilberforce (1759–1833) became the main figurehead of the
abolitionists in Parliament. He came from a wealthy family in Kingstonupon-Hull and was elected MP for the town in 1780. He was recruited by

Thomas Clarkson, who saw the need for a brilliant advocate within
Parliament. Wilberforce was an inspired choice: not only wealthy and
well-connected, but a gifted orator with a social conscience, especially
after his conversion in 1785. He made his first speech in Parliament
against slavery in 1789, but it was not until 1807, after a debate that
raged for many years, that legislation was finally passed that abolished
the slave trade in the British West Indies. The abolition of slavery itself
was not achieved until the Slavery Abolition Act 1833 was passed a month
after Wilberforce’s death.

Buttercups – treasure in our countryside
Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were
frequently to be found in meadows where cows grazed, they were
responsible for butter's yellow colouring. So the name was an obvious
choice. However, as buttercups are poisonous and therefore are avoided
as far as possible by our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely.
But surely, we all remember having a buttercup held under our chin to see
whether the reflection proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of
the petals actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects,
and secondly to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature regulation
of the plant’s reproductive organs.
We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same
unpopularity as other poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they
taste nasty, but the poison will also cause blisters in the mouth of the
consumer. Extensive handling can also damage the skin, but presumably
the size of bunch that many of us picked as children did not count as
'extensive'. Fortunately, health and safety experts do not yet seem to
have forbidden this source of pleasure for little people. Incidentally, the
poison is reduced as the plant dries, and hay that includes buttercups is
safe for cows and horses to eat.
Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside.
Differing varieties range in height from small to quite tall and although at
their peak in early summer, the golden blooms can often still be seen in
mid-autumn. Jan Struther, who wrote the hymn 'Lord of all hopefulness'
also wrote a children's hymn entitled 'Treasure' It starts:
Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold:
This is all the treasure we can have or hold.

Leeds foodbanks update
At present, all the foodbanks remain closed to the public; anyone in need of
food should obtain an e-referral or phone 0808 208 2138 (Monday–Friday
10am–4pm), or 0113 376 0330 or 0113 378 1877 (freephone numbers) and
a foodbank delivery will be made to them. The foodbanks have started
planning a return to normal working by asking their outlet managers if they
would be able to put a team together and work safely.
The foodbanks’ deliveries have been made by volunteer drivers from British
Gas. However, these volunteers are now phasing their return to normal
work, so the foodbanks are appealing for replacement drivers able and
willing to do deliveries on their behalf. Before anyone volunteers, they
should approach their car insurance company to advise them that they
intend to volunteer; insurance companies will usually amend the policy
without charge. The foodbanks are happy to accept volunteers who are
aged over 70 and have no underlying illnesses, but people volunteer at their
own risk. If you are able to volunteer, please contact Wendy on 0113
345 0850 or info@leedssouthandeast.foodbank.org.uk
During lockdown the foodbanks have received some wonderful donations
which will enable them to go forward when they are able. This includes a
small van, which will be invaluable in collecting smaller donations.They
celebrated Volunteers Week by nominating Sinead, who did the training
and set up their e-referral system, and the whole of the St Wilfrids team,
who have been operating their delivering system; in one day the team
despatched 34 parcels.

The Birds in Your Garden
Such is the strength of association between the Starling and humans that
they are pretty much unmistakeable. While their size is close to that of a
Blackbird, the overall appearance is of a more rakish, bustling, social bird,
often noisy and flighty. At a distance the adults appear black, but on
closer viewing the iridescent nature of the plumage becomes evident. It is
possible to tell the sex of two adults, but only during the breeding season.
Males have glossier plumage and a blueish blush at the base of their bills
whilst females have a pinkish blush at the base of their bills. Both have a
yellow bill. Young Starlings are dull brown in colour, often with a pale
throat and can easily be confused with Blackbirds.
I was prompted to write this piece after watching our local birds fighting
over the suet balls and then going onto the lawn to probe for larvae: they
spend the summer months feeding mostly on soil-dwelling invertebrates,
such as leatherjackets (the larvae of crane flies), plus my suet balls – by
the kilo. From late summer their diet will change and they will eat
increasing quantities of plant material.

With the first eggs laid in April around here, our resident Starlings begin
looking for nesting cavities early in the year. The loss of suitable cavities is
thought to be a factor in their decline. Cavities under roof tiles or within
barge boards and soffits are now less common than they once were,
reducing opportunities for the urban component of our Starling breeding
population.
By midsummer, the earlier broods will have developed a brighter plumage,
but the later ones will still be around and kicking up a fuss, demanding to be
fed NOW. A pair of adults will typically raise two broods a year, and within
two months most juveniles will have moulted and gained their first basic
plumage. They will acquire their adult plumage next year.
Starlings show a certain amount of adaptability when it comes to food. In
addition to probing the ground for invertebrates, they will also fly-catch or
actively pursue insects across the ground. Large food scraps are taken
regularly, and they have even been known to tackle small lizards, newts and
frogs. This resourceful nature is one reason why the Starling has adapted so
well to living alongside us within urbanised landscapes.
As those of us who remember vast flocks will be aware, Starlings are not
doing very well at the moment, despite their sometimes still being seen in
fair sized flocks. Breeding numbers in the UK fell rapidly in the early 1980s,
particularly in the south and west of Britain, and their UK conservation
listing was changed from amber to red as the decline became more severe.
Their breeding performance has gradually improved, suggesting that their
continued low numbers may be due to poor survival rates of young birds.
Wintering Starlings roost communally and vast flocks may congregate at
favoured sites, typically performing amazing aerobatic displays (known as
‘murmurations’) before dropping into the roost, which may be a reedbed, a
group of conifers or a human structure such as a pier. These vast flocks
have more humble beginnings, with small flocks of Starlings coming
together as dusk approaches. You can see them in late winter in a number
of places, such as Portrack Marsh reserve on Teesside.
If you find the lives of our garden birds to be of interest, and would like to
join in and count the feathered occupants of your garden, please contact
me or visit the BTO Garden BirdWatch website
Mike Gray

Local information
GP practice
Thorner Surgery, Main Street, Thorner ….….….…………………… closed at present
Church View Surgery, School Lane, Collingham … appointments 01937 222841
open Mon-Fri 8am–1pm, 2pm–6.30pm ………..... churchview.surgery@nhs.net
Police: Wetherby Police: general number ….…………….….…..…………….. 285 5360
Thorner and Scarcroft: PCSO 942 Geoff Nottingham…….….……………… 285 5360
Pressing but non-emergency matters ….…..………….……….………..………………. 101
Housing: Wetherby office …………………………………………..…….…... 01937 582706
DSS office: Southern House, 529 York Road, Leeds 9 ………....…...….... 240 6611

Thorner
ThornerCares website ……..………0113 880 5255 / www.thornercares.co.uk
Thorner Facebook page …………..…..… www.facebook.com/groups/thorner
Thorner Village website …….…….……………………. www.thornervillage.org.uk
St Peter’s Church website …………..………………… www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Thorner Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chairman: Scott Marshall …………………..……………………….…………..….…. 289 2973
Clerk: Barry Riley ….………....…….. 264 0865 / thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com
Mobile library service suspended at present ………………………………….. 247 6016
Post Office services Thursday 10am–12 noon, The Bungalow, Main Street
Mobile fish & chips: The Village Chippy
Friday 4.30–5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 6–8pm Main Street
Over 60s Association: contact Jason Falk ………..…….……………….. 07538 025858
Royal British Legion: Secretary, Paul Oldfield .…………....……………….... 289 3210
Village Visiting Scheme contact ThornerCares during epidemic
Thorner Church of England Primary School
School Office, Kirkhills, LS14 3JD ………………………………….…………………. 289 2541
Mums & Tots Group meetings suspended at present
Contact Lizzie Waddington …………………………..………….……………... 07932 716016
Youth Club (age 8–13) meetings suspended at present
Contact Belinda Swift …….…………........................................................... 289 2946
Beavers (age 6–8), Cubs (age 8–10), Scouts (age 10–14)
meetings suspended at present ………………………............ info@TASscouts.org.uk
Brownies meetings suspended at present …................................. 07795 545858
Probus Club: contact Jason Falk ….…………………..….…................... 07538 025858
Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club: contact Rosie Cooke …...…..……289 2351
Thorner Art Group: contact Ada Percy ..………………….……………... 01937 572941

Thorner Boule and Community Facility ….……..…………... contact Parish Council
Thorner Bowling Club: contact Derek Potter ……...……...………….…..... 289 2055
Thorner Community Choir: contact Pat Smith ..………......................... 289 2205
Thorner Community Fund: contact …….. thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
Thorner Cricket Club: contact Alastair Foster ………….……………..……... 289 2566
Thorner Film Club: contact Val Forster ………………………...................… 289 2758
Thorner Historical Society: contact Gwen Brown ……..……...………..... 289 3372
Thorner Old School Charity: …………. eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail.com
Thorner Produce Society: contact Michele Firth …..…........................ 289 2430
Thorner Tennis Club: contact Adrian Joyce ………...…..………...…..…….. 289 3499
Thorner Walking Club: contact Steven Wood ………..…...……………..... 289 3121

Scarcroft
Scarcroft Village website ……………………………………………... www.scarcroft.org
Scarcroft Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chair: Breeda Murray …………………………….……………........................... 289 2737
Clerk: Rebecca Crabtree …… clerk@scarcroftparishcouncil.org / 0419 730422
Mobile library: service suspended at present…………………………….... 247 6016
Women’s Institute meetings suspended at present
Contact Diane Eshelby…………………………….………………..……………….... 289 2155
Bardsey Voluntary Carers Lifts, prescription collections, etc
Contact Pauline Hills …….……………………………………...…………...… 01937 573083

Thorner Walking Group
Thorner Walking Group’s weekly sessions are on hold at present. But if you
fancy a walk, we have put descriptions of five short local walks on the
Thorner village website for you to enjoy.

The Mexborough Arms
Hot meals daily
5–8pm
See the menu on the Facebook page

Orders by 4pm
Phone 0113 289 3863

Reflection: the Covid-19 pandemic
As 8pm approached on Thursday 26 March 2020, people appeared at
open doors and windows. On the hour they started to clap, some banging
a pan with a spoon. It was very different from the ringing of church bells
and the lighting of beacons. And the reason was different too. The nation
was in lockdown, households seelf-isolating, to prevent the rapid spread
of coronavirus, COVID-19, the cause of a pandemic.
In hospitals, NHS staff were working day and night, fighting to save the
lives of patients infected with the virus and at risk of losing their own life.
And the nation was showing its gratitude.
For many, the televised scenes and the accounts by hospital staff will be
the enduring image; end-of-life scenes of patients dying with no family or
friends at their bedside; instead, caring and understanding hospital staff
formed this last link.
The pandemic came to a much-divided world, and to a British society
losing social cohesion and with many disadvantaged. Yet the world is
otherwise a global village: climate change, pollution, electronic
communication, trade, movement of people.
And what of our response?
We saw the best in people and we saw the worst. There was no hiding
place. Tarnished images were exposed, the good in others revealed, and it
is the latter which will be remembered first, perhaps with a little surprise
where neighbours had been strangers.
We saw more clearly the disadvantaged: the homeless; the homes
without internet access or the IT skills to enable working from home,
home schooling and general communication; the homes without gardens
or with multiple occupancy of rooms; the homes threatened with loss of
employment.
But we also saw more clearly the many who give generously of their time,
talents and possessions: the elderly who telephoned someone isolating
alone; the young who gave electronic communication advice under the
supervision of a responsible adult; the large number of people who acted
as a delivery service. The Queen broadcast words of comfort and hope.
We saw in practice the second great commandment of Jesus, ‘Love your
neighbour as you love yourself.’
It was a time for Christians, empowered by the Holy Spirit, to be visible as
under-shepherds of Jesus, caring for his flock; to be ambassadors of

Christ, bringing the gospel message, the Good News about Jesus Christ, the
Son of God; to bring comfort to those who are alone, to those who suffer
and to those who mourn, and so be like Jesus when he walked on this
earth.
Tom Alexander
Local Methodist preacher, writing on 1 June 2020

Your old clothes can help others
Lockdown drove many of us to do a spring clear-out of our wardrobes. But
what do you do now do with the old clothes you no longer want?
Charity shops may be closed for the time being, but you can donate your
old items and support your favourite charities through the Thrift+ website.
It’s an online store where you can buy and donate good-quality secondhand clothes. And you get to choose which cause to support when you
make a donation.
While lockdown measures are in place, they've introduced a doorstep
collection service, so you don't need to leave your home to support lifetransforming charities.

Who’s Who @ St Peter’s Church
Church website:
www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Rector: Andy Nicholson
reverandy1@gmail.com / 289 2437
Curate: Bob Bailey
rev.bob.bailey@gmail.com / 260 7721
Rector’s PA: Simon Belcher
elmettrinitypa@gmail.com
Churchwardens
Elisabeth Stephens, 23 The Old Mill, Scott Lane,W’by LS22 6NB 01937 580971
Simon Belcher, Redcroft, St John’s Avenue, LS14 3BZ
289 3254
Deputy Churchwarden
Glynis Webster, Roseville, Kensington Avenue, Thorner LS14 3EH 289 2532
Organist and Choirmaster (Choir practice: suspended until church reopened)
David Lindley, 5 Skippon Terrace, Carr Lane, Thorner LS14 3HA
289 2313
Master of the Ringers (Bellringing practice: suspended until church reopened)
Michael Brereton, Moat Cottage, 4 Church View, Thorner LS14 3ED 289 2458
Secretary of the PCC
Sue Hayward-Giles
thornerpccsec@gmail.com / 289 6944
Treasurer of the PCC
Jonathan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Stewardship Recorder
Julian Levick, 9 The Close, Thorner LS14 3EF
289 2461
Gift Aid Secretary
Anne Wroe, 4 Willow Garth Avenue, Leeds LS14 2DY
273 2969
Electoral Roll Officer
Rita Marsden, 7 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner LS14 3EE
289 2715
Sunday School & Tea Services
Susan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Wedding arrangements: Bridget Lindley
289 2313
Home Communions Co-ordinator
Revd Alan Haigh, 4 The Paddock, Thorner LS14 3JB
289 2870
PCC committee chairs/contacts:
Fabric & Churchyard: Jon Waddington
289 3492
Finance & Stewardship: Jonathan Graham
289 3324
Outreach: Hilary Marsden
201 7144
Social: Ann Stokoe
289 2217
Parish Magazine
Editor: Hilary Marsden
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Distribution: Thorner:
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Scarcroft:
Graham Shayler, 11 Thorner Lane, LS14 3AW

Collects and readings for July
Sunday 5 July – Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Collect

Gracious Father,
by the obedience of Jesus
you brought salvation to our wayward world:
draw us into harmony with your will,
that we may find all things restored in him,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
Readings Romans 7.15–25a
Matthew 11.16–19, 25–end

Sunday 12 July – Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Collect

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Romans 8.1–11
Matthew 13.1–9, 18–23

Sunday 19 July – Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Collect

Reading

Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Matthew 13.24–30

Sunday 26 July – Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Collect

Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Romans 8.26–end
Matthew 13.31–33, 44–52
THORNER METHODIST CHURCH closes this summer. The online service on
Sunday 2 August will be an ecumenical service to mark the closure.

