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Christmas services in Thorner & online
On the Sofa

for Advent and Christmas
Tuesdays in December (1, 8, 15, 22)
& Thursday 24 December
4pm
on YouTube (links tbc)

Christingle services
Thursday 3 December
1.30pm Messy Church
https://youtu.be/Gl3aIIrM1QE
6.00pm Christingle from Barwick
https://youtu.be/hytvhnmuzsU
Sunday 6 December
4.00pm (tbc) Christingle from Scholes
https://youtu.be/tJfNJFKdmxk

Festival of
Carols and Lessons
Sunday 20 December
7.00 pm
on YouTube (link tbc)
With St Peter’s Church choir
& readings from people’s
workplaces

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

11.30 pm Midnight Mass
at St Peter’s Church
https://youtu.be/_c9Unhzrwmk

9.15am/10am (tbc)
St Peter's Church
https://youtu.be/ShxZxPfOlJg

Online services can be accessed via the Elmete Trinity Benefice YouTube channel at
www.youtube.com/channel/UC2ID3lKIfaJisVxxttTBJJg (or www.youtube.com/ and
search for ‘Elmete Trinity Benefice’). Links and updates are circulated by email and
posted on the Thorner Facebook page. To be added to the circulation list for
services etc, email elmettrinitypa@gmail.com; to be added to the circulation list for
the digital parish magazine, email parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk.

Will Santa get arrested?

St Peter’s Church
invites you
to

FOLLOW the STAR and
LET THERE BE LIGHT!
From 5th December,
why not decorate
your door, window, garden or house
with STARS to celebrate
CHRISTMAS?
Let’s keep
the Thorner community spirit
going!

Many businesses are finding this Christmas uncertain, so it is unsurprising
that one’s attention is drawn to how Father Christmas (or Santa Claus) is
coping with Covid. I suspect it takes more than a jolly ‘Ho, ho, ho’ to deliver
presents to every household in the world. Even Amazon hasn’t quite
managed that. Santa may be thinking ‘How how how?’! But behind this
fantastically popular personality is a highly polished organisation.
Thankfully, the dreaded virus has not made it to the elf workshops tucked
far away at the North Pole. Undercover reports reveal that the workshops
are still fully operational although we may not get everything we wish for
this year.
As someone who loyally tracks Santa’s progress across the world via
NORAD, I have been wondering how he might cope with travel corridors?
Even dropping down a chimney into our homes may be illegal! I hope Boris
Johnson will give us some clarity on his position in relation to Santa and the
tier system. Will Santa get the extra funding he needs to upgrade his sled
and employ extra elves? Maybe a special case can be made for Santa
entering our homes? Extra procedures will need to be in place. Maybe he
will have a special jolly red facemask and mobile hand-sanitising pouch?
Whatever happens I suspect Father Christmas will approach the task with
good cheer and creativity. After such a troubled year we need him!
When Santa has his last glass of sherry after the last gift is delivered to the
very last home, I’m sure he will be grateful for the smaller things in life
which we can so easily take for granted. So I don’t think we need worry
about Santa. Things will be different this Christmas. But like St Nicholas (the
inspiration for our own Santa) the joy of Christmas is in giving to the needy.
It is not the gift that is important, but the love of the giver. Two thousand
years ago God gave a gift of love to the world. Not in the shape of a worldly
kingdom of power, but in the miracle of a fragile new-born baby. God took
a risk and showed us love in flesh and blood. We too can be joy-givers
showing love. It doesn’t have to be big, better or expensive. It can be small
and fragile. So, like Santa, I hope you experience the joy of giving. Like St
Nicholas, the care of the needy. Like the giving to the world of Jesus, a
fragile baby, I hope you experience afresh God’s risky love this Christmas.
After such a troubled year we need him.
Blessings
Bob

Children’s Christmas services
There will not be a Crib service at the church this year; instead a series of On
the Sofa for Advent and Christmas with Debbie and Andy Nicholson will be
broadcast on the benefice YouTube channel. These are pre-recorded and will
be available from 4pm every Tuesday in December (1, 8, 15 and 22) and on
Thursday 24 December.
Thorner School will hold its Christingle service in school this year. Services in
Barwick and Scholes are open to wider participation.
On Thursday 3 December, Christingles will be made at the Messy Church
session at 1.30pm (https://youtu.be/Gl3aIIrM1QE), and the Barwick Candlelit
Christingle Service follows at 6pm (https://youtu.be/hytvhnmuzsU). Both will
be livestreamed from All Saint’s Church, Barwick.
The Scholes Christingle Service is planned for 4pm (tbc) on Sunday 6
December, available on YouTube at https://youtu.be/tJfNJFKdmxk

St Peter’s APCM 2020

The Wetherby in Support of the Elderly team have been extremely busy
keeping in touch with our friends and running as many of our services as
possible from a distance. In addition, we supported the vulnerable through
COVID-19 Helpline referrals.
We are now working very hard on looking at how a phased, safe and
deliverable series of activities can begin to take place.
WiSE is very much looking forward to re-engaging with our friends over the
full range of events and activities when the time is right.
Progress has been slow but we are often in the hands of others and, above all
else, we will not endanger the people we support or the broader public by
coming back too soon in a way that is unsustainable and unsafe.
If you require any further information or help, please call the WiSE office on
01937 588994. If we can't help, we will find someone who can.

The church’s ‘AGM’ was postponed from April to 15 November because of
the pandemic lockdown, and was held via Zoom. The reports were
circulated beforehand. Elisabeth Stephens stood down as a churchwarden
after six years of service, but there were no nominations for a successor.
Simon Belcher continues as churchwarden. Five PCC members reached the
end of their terms; Jon Graham, Neil Howes, Bridget Lindley and Ann
Stokoe were re-elected, and Elisabeth Stephens was elected to fill the
vacancy left by Glynis Webster standing down at the end of her term. Shane
Hayward-Giles was confirmed as the lay representative to the deanery
synod.
The treasurer reported that 2019/20 had been a more challenging year
than 2018/19. St Peter’s tends to need over £20,000 more than direct
giving provides. This is normally met by fundraising, legacies and fees from
weddings, etc, but there was less fundraising during 2019, a situation that
has continued in 2020 owing to the pandemic.

Parish magazine subscriptions
The magazine is printed and collated at the church and had to stop
publication in March 2020 because of the lockdown. It hasn’t been
produced in print since because of the restrictions on people meeting
indoors. At present it looks like it might be Easter-time before we can
produce a print version again. My aim is to resume print publication with
the April issue (government restrictions permitting), with no charge made
for the remaining months of 2021, which would be covered by the
unfulfilled part of the 2020 payment. If this plan doesn’t work out, I’ll have
to think again, but I hope subscribers will consider it an acceptable way for
us to move forward.
We have been producing a digital version of the magazine every month
since April, and I hope that will continue in the early months of 2021. If
anyone who doesn’t already receive this would like to be added to the
circulation list, email me at parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk.
Hilary Marsden
Editor

Victory Hall latest
Recent months have undoubtedly been a difficult and challenging time for us
all, and the Hall had to close its doors once again during the latest lockdown.
The Hall Trustees have been working hard to monitor the situation, and how
the changing rules and guidelines impact the usage of the Hall.
At the time of writing, Thorner is under Tier 3 restrictions. Organised
children’s activities are able to resume at the hall (i.e. the karate and cricket
groups) but all adult sport and leisure activities are still prohibited.
Our priority is, and always has been, the safety and welfare of all who visit to
use the facility. As the situation evolves, and dependent upon new
restrictions being put in place, some activities and events might be subject to
change or cancellation at short notice. We appreciate this can be frustrating,
but please bear with us whilst we take a ‘safety first’ approach.
We will continue to use our website (www.thornervictoryhall.com) and social
media channels to update you.
Thorner Victory Hall

From the Bungalow
When we were forced to close our doors in March, none of us imagined that
we would still be closed nine months later. Hopefully, with some light at the
end of the tunnel, we can get things going again in another few months.
Throughout the closure, the Post Office has continued a full counter service
every Thursday from 10am to 12 noon, and this will continue every week.
We have received many donations of books, both adults’ and children’s, plus
some bookcases, so as soon as we are able to reopen, we will have the book
exchange open for everyone in the village.
We were very grateful to receive a bequest from the estate of the late
Raymond Franks, who was always very generous in his support for the Over
60s Association.
Finally, we would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy,
peaceful and, most importantly, healthy New Year.
Jason Falk

Rhythm of Life
Children, young people, families and schools are
invited to join the Diocese of Leeds Rhythm of Life
venture this Advent.
Specially tailored resources have been created by the
Education and Children, Young People and Families
teams in the diocese, to encourage children and young
people in our schools and churches to explore praying,
encouraging, sharing, reflecting, celebrating, resting and creating this
Christmas.
Launched over the summer, the Rhythm of Life initiative offers an
opportunity for everyone to re-align and keep Christ at the centre of their
daily lives, through practical commitments, opportunities for mutual
support and recommended resources.
The Advent resources, found at https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/rol/rolfamilies/, include a series of weekly videos, suggested activities and
reading, with the option of focusing on one of the seven areas of
discipleship above. They can be accessed online, or a printable version for
those who have difficulty connecting online is available too.

Christmas Greetings
Best wishes for a happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year
to all our friends in Thorner and Scarcroft from:

Ada and Ian Percy

Jacquie and David Ake

Ros and Dave Ramsey

Shirley Berrow
Rachel, David, Abby and Dylan Bielby
Georgina Brown
Carol and Barry Clarkson
Rosie Cooke
Jane Cowley
Ann Dickinson
Tom Dickinson
Denise, Jon and Charlotte Downs
Frances and Rob Ellerby
Michelle Firth

Jill Rakusen
Peter and Sue Schofield
Pat Smith
David and Sue Stainthorpe
Elisabeth Stephens
Ann Stokoe
Noel and Wendy Taylor
Pat and Graham Walker
David Walmsley
John and Sue Watson
Anthea and Bill Weaver
Anne Wroe
Angus and Beverley Yates

Elaine and Alastair Foster
Kathleen Hartley
David and Maggie Hewitt
Pamela Knight
Julian and Sheila Levick
Bridget and David Lindley
Rita and Hilary Marsden
Jeannie and Giles Middlemiss
Peter and Sarah Mills
Dudley Mitchell
Andy and Debbie Nicholson
Margaret Parkins

And these advertisers would like to wish customers old and new
a happy Christmas, and thank them for their continued support.
Andrew Ward and all the team at Bardsey Tree Services
www.bardseytrees.co.uk
Fine Fettle Cycles of Barwick-in-Elmet
www.finefettlecycles.co.uk
Fran and the team at Molly Maid
www.mollymaid.co.uk/leeds-north-wetherby
Rachel and the team at the Post Box Deli
https://earfood.co.uk
Amanda and Garry from the Thorner Village Chippy van
www.thevillagechippy.net

Christmas trees
You can’t imagine Christmas without Christmas trees. But why this
association? In historical terms the answer to ‘why’ in this country is Prince
Albert. It wasn’t, as people often think, that he introduced the Christmas tree
into England. In fact, the first instance that we know of in this country when
someone decorated an entire small tree for Christmas was in 1800, when
George III’s wife, Charlotte of Mecklenberg-Strelitz, had a Christmas tree at a
children’s party. Queen Victoria, as a child, was familiar with the custom,
although it did not at first spread much beyond the royal family. In 1840,
however, Victoria married Albert. He, like Queen Charlotte, knew the custom
in his native Germany, and the decorated tree became the centre-piece of
their family celebrations. The idea quickly caught on amongst the upper
classes. But the trigger for its wider popularity was an engraving made for
Christmas 1848, which showed a decorated tree surrounded by Victoria,
Albert and all of their children (six of them by that date). This was published
in the Illustrated London News along with a detailed description. There was
no looking back: better-off people wanted to emulate the royal family, and
Christmas trees soon featured at public entertainments, charity events and in
hospitals. There was even a charity set up in 1906 to make sure that poor
children in the London slums, who had never seen a Christmas tree, would be
able to enjoy one.
We need to go farther back, however, to understand why the tradition grew
up at all. Christmas, which was celebrated from the fourth century onwards,
is a mid-winter festival, close to the winter solstice, celebrated by many
cultures. Such festivities marked the point when, although the sun was now
at its lowest, the year was on the turn, bringing with it hopeful anticipation
that the hardships of winter would not last much longer, and that spring and
the new growing season would indeed come round again. And so, along with
the feasting and partying, evergreen plants such as holly, ivy and mistletoe
were used for decoration to symbolise the hope of new life. When the date
of Christmas was fixed in the Christian calendar, close to the dates of the
great pagan festivals, many of the popular customs continued, with the
Christian celebrations eventually supplanting the older festivals. By the 15th
century we have evidence of decorated evergreen trees being set up for
Christmas in the region of modern Estonia and Latvia, from which the custom
spread to northern Germany. After the Reformation, trees such as this were
to be seen in the houses of upper-class Protestant families as an alternative
to Christmas cribs, which were then firmly associated with Roman

Catholicism. The popularity of decorated Christmas trees was boosted by
German emigration to North America and in Britain and throughout the
Empire by the example of Victoria and Albert. Only at the start of the 20th
century, though, do we begin to see Christmas trees appearing inside
churches — sometimes meeting considerable resistance on the grounds
that they were pagan symbols. However, being evergreens, they serve well
as symbols of continuing life in a dark time and of hope for the coming of
new life. Looked at in this way, they are fitting symbols of the message of
Christmas – evergreen life, the promise of hope and, in the way they are
customarily decorated, bearers of lights which illuminate the darkness.
Joyce Hill

Christmas at the Post Box Deli
The Post Box Deli has order forms available in the deli for customers to preorder bread, cheese, meat, pies, etc for Christmas, along with a large
selection of hampers and gifts.

Thorner’s own deli and shop
Stocking essential groceries and greengroceries
Bread, milk, eggs, cheese, cold meat,
home-baked cakes and savouries
Fruit and veg boxes and meat to order
Home deliveries
Order online at https://earfood.co.uk
(by 11am, two days in advance)
or at thepostboxdeli@hotmail.com
0113 289 3888

Caching
We’ve all watched squirrels in the autumn gathering acorns and nuts and
burying them. ‘Caching’, as it is called, is a well-known squirrel pastime and is
probably the origin of many oak trees. As with most animal behaviour, there
is more to it than meets the eye. Grey squirrels, for instance, travel further
and are more vigilant when burying their food if they think they are being
watched. They are known to turn their backs on potential on-lookers and to
create ‘dummy caches’, where nothing is stored.
Caching behaviour in birds is less obvious; it’s difficult to tell whether they
are taking seeds away from a feeder to eat them in safety or to hide them for
future use, and it was this behaviour by a nuthatch on my feeder that
prompted me to find out more.
So which garden birds do cache food? Alongside nuthatches, coal tits are
probably the most obvious cachers, then great tits and corvids – jays in
particular, but also magpies and crows.
When a coal tit finds a supply of seeds in a feeder in a garden, it will take
one, hide it somewhere, such as a crevice in tree bark, and keep coming back
to do the same thing. Indeed, a small flock of coal tits can empty a feeder of
black sunflower seeds in less than a day doing just this. If you didn’t know
what was going on, you might be forgiven for thinking that hundreds of them
were involved in a raid on your feeder, rather than the probable half-dozen.
As part of their caching strategy, coal tits use multiple locations to hoard
their winter supplies. This is called ‘scatter hoarding’ and ensures that if
another species finds the cache (e.g. the dominant great tit), then only one or
two seeds can be stolen. Their memories are short, though, probably no
more than a month, so many of the cached seeds will be left to grow. Ever
wondered why sunflowers pop up in strange places when you’ve never
grown them? The tits use a variety of hidey-holes to reduce this thieving.
Nuthatches, on the other hand, defend their territories, protecting their
caches, and pilfering rates tend to be lower. Like grey squirrels, they will
safeguard their stores by being cagier if a potential thief is around by storing
less and eating more.
Corvids, being the clever birds they are, go further in their strategies than
most others. Their ingenuity doesn’t stop with simply burying their food;

they’ll also play the role of thief. They watch as their neighbour buries food,
and when their back is turned, sneak in and nick it!
Unsurprisingly, corvids also employ counter-strategies to try to prevent
their hoard being raided. They will try to bury their food out of sight of
potential thieves, and if there’s no option but to cache food in front of
them, they will often return once the others have left and move it.
Individual jays can collect and store as many as 5,000 acorns, which for
subordinate birds can be particularly arduous. Research shows that a
dominant jay will not just hide food but will raid the caches of a social
inferior despite its presence, so a subordinate jay has to be much more
secretive about where it hides its food, and only becomes a thief when
dominant birds are some distance away.
Jays can store acorns several kilometres from where they are gathered,
although most are cached within a few hundred metres. Taller trees are
often used, making rediscovering their stores easier as they are less likely to
get covered in snow or leaf fall, or be otherwise obscured.
For more about the lives of our garden birds, or counting them, contact me
(gbwmike@gmail.com) or visit the BTO website (www.bto.org/gbw).
Mike Gray

Mistletoe
At this time of year all sorts of traditions are played out with regard to
Christmas decorations. Strict adherents use holly, ivy and, of course,
mistletoe. While holly and ivy are to be found in gardens and hedgerows,
mistletoe usually only appears in greengrocers’ shops, or high in a tree.
Mistletoe is hemiparasitic, meaning that although its leaves enable it to
feed itself through photosynthesis, its roots invade the host tree or shrub to
extract water and other nutrients. Its favourite host trees are apple, lime,
hawthorn, poplar or oak and it normally hangs as a large globe, tantalisingly
high and visible once winter arrives and it is the only green left on the tree.
We all know about the almost translucent white berries, fleshy and sticky,
which form in the forks of mistletoe’s many branches. While they are toxic
to humans, they are attractive to birds. When birds have enjoyed the juicy
flesh, they wipe the remaining seeds off their beaks onto the nearest
branch (somewhat like small children wiping sticky hands on any surface
close by – mummy’s face or clothes?). With luck the seed remains stuck to
the bark and solves mistletoe's problem of reproduction.

Local information
GP practice churchview.surgery@nhs.net
Thorner Surgery, Main Street, Thorner….….….….. appointments 0113 887 3322
open Mon–Tues, Fri, 8.30am–12.30pm; Wed–Thurs, 8am–12.30pm
Church View Surgery, School Lane, Collingham … appointments 01937 222841
open Mon–Fri, 8am–6.30pm
Police: Wetherby Police: general number ….…………….….…..…………….. 285 5360
Thorner and Scarcroft: PCSO 942 Geoff Nottingham…….….……………… 285 5360
Pressing but non-emergency matters ….…..………….……….………..………………. 101
Housing: Wetherby office …………………………………………..…….…... 01937 582706
DSS office: Southern House, 529 York Road, Leeds 9 ………....…...….... 240 6611

Thorner
ThornerCares website ……..….……0113 880 5255 / www.thornercares.co.uk
Thorner Facebook page …………...…..… www.facebook.com/groups/thorner
Thorner village website …….……..……………………. www.thornervillage.org.uk
St Peter’s Church website …………...………………… www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Thorner Parish Council meets 1st Tuesday of month, The Bungalow
Chairman: Scott Marshall ……………..……..……………………….…………..….…. 289 2973
Clerk: Barry Riley ….………....………. 264 0865 / thornerparishcouncil@gmail.com
Mobile library visits suspended at present ...………………………….…………. 247 6016
Post Office services Thursday 10am–12 noon, The Bungalow, Main Street
Mobile fish & chips: The Village Chippy
Friday 4.30–5.30pm Kirkfield Avenue, 6–8pm Main Street
Over 60s Association: contact Jason Falk ………..……..……………….. 07538 025858
Royal British Legion: Secretary, Paul Oldfield .…………......……………….... 289 3210
Village Visiting Scheme contact ThornerCares
Thorner Church of England Primary School
School Office, Kirkhills, LS14 3JD ……………………………….….…………………. 289 2541
Mums & Tots Group meetings suspended at present
Contact Lizzie Waddington …………………………..…………..……………... 07932 716016
Youth Club (age 8–13) meetings suspended at present
Contact Belinda Swift …….…………............................................................ 289 2946
Beavers (age 6–8), Cubs (age 8–10), Scouts (age 10–14)
meetings suspended at present ………………………............. info@TASscouts.org.uk
Brownies meetings suspended at present …................................... 07795 545858
Probus Club: contact Jason Falk ….…………………..….…….................. 07538 025858

Thorner Afternoon Badminton Club: contact Rosie Cooke …..…..……289 2351
Thorner Art Group: contact Ada Percy ..………………………………... 01937 572941
Thorner Boule and Community Facility ….……..……….... contact Parish Council
Thorner Bowling Club: contact Derek Potter ……...……...………….…..... 289 2055
Thorner Community Choir: contact Pat Smith ..………......................... 289 2205
Thorner Community Fund: ………….…….. thornercommunityfund@gmail.com
Thorner Cricket Club: contact Alastair Foster ………….……………..……... 289 2566
Thorner Film Club: contact Val Forster ………………………...................… 289 2758
Thorner Historical Society: contact Gwen Brown ……..……...………..... 289 3372
Thorner Old School Charity: …………. eleanor_courtman_stock@hotmail.com
Thorner Produce Society: contact Michele Firth …..…........................ 289 2430
Thorner Tennis Club: contact Adrian Joyce ………...…..………...…..…….. 289 3499
Thorner Walking Group: contact Steven Wood .……..…...……………..... 289 3121

Scarcroft
Scarcroft Village website ……………………………………………... www.scarcroft.org
Scarcroft Parish Council meetings suspended at present
Chair: Breeda Murray …………………………….……………........................... 289 2737
Clerk: Rebecca Crabtree …… clerk@scarcroftparishcouncil.org / 0419 730422
Mobile library: …………………………………………..…………………………….... 247 6016
Women’s Institute meetings suspended at present
Contact Diane Eshelby…………………………….………………..……………….... 289 2155
Bardsey Voluntary Carers Lifts, prescription collections, etc
Contact Pauline Hills …….……………………………………...…………...… 01937 573083

Church services and activities
There are Sunday services at St Peter’s, Thorner, at 9.15am (also at St
Philip’s, Scholes, at 9.30am; and at All Saints’, Barwick, at 11am), with
coronavirus measures in place (i.e. face masks, restricted numbers, social
distancing). The aim is to celebrate Holy Communion at St Peter’s on the first
and third Sunday of the month, and Morning Prayer on the other Sundays.
See the end pages for details about the Thorner services.
If you wish to attend a service, please email the vicar or ring him (0113 289
2437) to obtain a Word copy of the order of service to print at home
beforehand and bring with you. (A few copies will be available in church for
those without internet access.) Please wear a mask, and do not come to a
service if you have any Covid-19 symptoms.
An online service is live-streamed on YouTube from one of the benefice
churches each week. It starts at the same time as the church service, but can
be watched from at any time after that.
St Peter’s church is open for private prayer every day now, from about
9.30am until late afternoon. Visitors should wear a mask which covers the
mouth and nose, use the hand-sanitising gel provided, and read and follow
the guidance by the entrance.
The phone-in prayer service continues at 6pm on Sunday evenings. You can
join in by phoning 0330 336 0036 (a local call rate) and entering the PIN 716
416.
Look out also for the following online:
 weekly ‘On the Sofa’ Bible stories (YouTube) with Debbie and Andy.
 weekly Bible study (Zoom), on Thursdays at 8–8.30pm; contact Alan
Stanley for details of how to join.
 weekly Pathfinders (Zoom), on Fridays at 8–9pm, for young people (aged
11+); contact Matt Briggs for details of how to join.
 monthly Messy Church (YouTube) available after 3 November.
 monthly Dad’s Club (Zoom), on 21 November at 9am; contact Bob Bailey
for details of how to join.
 monthly All Saints’ All Stars (Zoom), on 11 November, at 4pm; contact
Bob Bailey for details of how to join.
To join the list for email notifications when new material is available, email
elmettrinitypa@gmail.com.

Who’s Who @ St Peter’s Church
Church website:
www.thornerchurch.org.uk
Rector: Andy Nicholson
reverandy1@gmail.com / 289 2437
Curate: Bob Bailey
rev.bob.bailey@gmail.com / 260 7721
Benefice PA/Communications: Hilary Marsden elmettrinitypa@gmail.com
Churchwarden
Simon Belcher, Redcroft, St John’s Avenue, LS14 3BZ
289 3254
Organist and Choirmaster (Choir practice: Thursday, 7.30pm, in church)
David Lindley, 5 Skippon Terrace, Carr Lane, Thorner LS14 3HA
289 2313
Master of the Ringers (Bellringing practice: suspended at present)
Michael Brereton, Moat Cottage, 4 Church View, Thorner LS14 3ED 289 2458
Secretary of the PCC
Sue Hayward-Giles
thornerpccsec@gmail.com / 289 6944
Treasurer of the PCC
Jonathan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Stewardship Recorder
Julian Levick, 9 The Close, Thorner LS14 3EF
289 2461
Gift Aid Secretary
Anne Wroe, 4 Willow Garth Avenue, Leeds LS14 2DY
273 2969
Electoral Roll Officer
Rita Marsden, 7 St Peter’s Garth, Thorner LS14 3EE
289 2715
Sunday School & Tea Services
Susan Graham, Churchlands, Church Hill, Thorner LS14 3EG
289 3324
Wedding arrangements: Bridget Lindley
289 2313
Home Communions Co-ordinator
Revd Alan Haigh, 4 The Paddock, Thorner LS14 3JB
289 2870
PCC committee chairs/contacts:
Fabric & Churchyard: Jon Waddington
289 3492
Finance & Stewardship: Jonathan Graham
289 3324
Outreach: Hilary Marsden
201 7144
Social: Ann Stokoe
289 2217
Parish Magazine
Editor: Hilary Marsden
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Distribution: Thorner:
parishmag@thornerchurch.org.uk / 201 7144
Scarcroft:
Graham Shayler, 11 Thorner Lane, LS14 3AW

Services in December
Holy Communion services are held subject to the availability of clergy and
changes in Covid-19 restrictions; even when services are advertised as Holy
Communion, this cannot be guaranteed.
Intercession prayers prepared by a member of the congregation have been
reintroduced at live services. Those who have to be cautious about attending live
services at present may email their prayers to Andy or Bob to read out.
Tues 1st 4pm On the Sofa (& December 8, 15, 22, 24): links tbc
Thurs 3rd 1.30pm Messy Church: https://youtu.be/Gl3aIIrM1QE
6.00pm Barwick Christingle: https://youtu.be/hytvhnmuzsU
Sat 5th
10am–1pm Christmas Sale (food, decorations, toys, etc),
Thorner boules shelter
Start of ‘Follow the Star and Let There Be Light!’
Sunday 6 December – Second Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Intercessions – Roger Kaye
11.00am Online: livestreamed from Barwick – Revd Bob Bailey
Collect
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your
Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour we may be
ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen.
Readings 2 Peter 3.8–15a
Mark 1.1–8
4pm(tbc) Scholes Christingle service: https://youtu.be/tJfNJFKdmxk
Sunday 13 December – Third Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Morning prayer – Revd Bob Bailey
Intercessions – Neil Howes
9.30am
Online: livestreamed from Scholes – Matt and Beckie Briggs
Collect
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to
prepare the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings 1 Thessalonians 5.16–24
John 1.6–8, 19–28
Sat 19th 9.00am Dad’s Club. Email Bob Bailey for link.
Sunday 20 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent
9.15am
Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Intercessions – Robin Wraith

9.15am
Collect

Online: livestreamed from Thorner – Revd Andy Nicholson
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we
wait for his coming in glory; bring us through the birth pangs
of this present age to see, with her, our great salvation in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Readings Romans 16.25–end
Luke 1.26–38
7.00pm
Festival of Carols and Lessons, from Thorner: link tbc
Thursday 24 December – Christmas Eve
11.30pm Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Live and livestreamed at https://youtu.be/_c9Unhzrwmk
Intercessions – Jon Graham
Collect
Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you sent your
almight Word to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of
salvation: give to the earth the peace that we long for and fill
our hearts with the joy of heaven through our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
Readings Titus 2.11–14; Luke 2.1–14 [15–20]
OR Titus 3.4–7; Luke 2.[1–7] 8–20
Friday 25 December – Christmas Day
10.00am Holy Communion – Revd Andy Nicholson
Live and livestreamed at https://youtu.be/ShxZxPfOlJg
Intercessions – Elisabeth Stephens
Collect
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel
in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt
praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal God.
Amen.
Readings Titus 2.11–14; Luke 2.1–14 [15–20]
OR Titus 3.4–7; Luke 2.[1–7] 8–20
Sunday 27 December – First Sunday of Christmas
10.00am Joint benefice service online – Revd Andy Nicholson
Collect
God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the
nations to be one family, and draw us into your holy life
through the birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Readings Hebrews 1.1–4 [5–12]
John 1.1–14

